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STEAM! It's not just water vapor!

Wait, What Is STEAM?
STEAM stands for “Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Math”. Rather than viewing
each area separately, STEAM integrates the
disciplines in the learning process. This aligns more
with how we experience the real world and
encourages learning through engaging activities.

Why Is It Important for Libraries?
By o ering STEAM classes to your community, your
library can provide an opportunity for students of
all ages to develop skills in communication,
creativity, problem solving, critical thinking and
analysis. Whether your library is large or tiny, wellfunded or not, incorporating STEAM programs
shouldn’t be daunting, di cult or expensive.

Did You Miss Our STEAM Training?
Or perhaps you just wanted a refresher of what Leah
Hamilton went over in her session at CEFLS
headquarters? She was gracious enough to provide a
link that includes plenty of materials for you to
peruse.

STEAMing Up Your Library Programs

Dreaming of STEAM Free Webinar
This free webinar is provided by Booklist:
Combining science, technology, engineering,
mathematics, and now, the arts, STEAMinspired curriculums have been foundational in
jump-starting critical thinking, collaboration,
and creativity in students of all ages. In this free,

hour-long webinar, representatives from Lerner
Publishing Group and Penguin Young Readers
will spotlight forthcoming STEAM-centric titles
for grades K-12.
In addition, Becca Ruidl, STEAM Team Early
Learning Manager at Chicago Public Library, will
discuss the ins and outs of CPL’s traveling
STEAM Team and provide essential
programming ideas—and Kara Dean, Youth
Services Librarian at Walpole Public Library, will
showcase recent standouts in children’s
non ction.
Moderated by Julia Smith, associate editor, Books
for Youth.
Panelists:
Lois Wallentine, School & Library Marketing
Director, Lerner Publishing Group
Rachel Wease, School & Library Marketing
Assistant Manager, Penguin Young Readers
Becca Ruidl, STEAM Team Early Learning
Manager, Chicago Public Library
Kara Dean, Youth Services Librarian, Walpole
Public Library

Sign Up for Free

STEAM Design Challenges

New and now available from CEFLS: the STEAM
Design Challenges series! Includes a year's worth of
lessons! The STEAM design challenges in
these books follow the engineering practices that
teach students to solve a problem by designing,
creating, and justifying their designs. They also
allow art to support and enhance the learning of
science and math while the engineering process is
followed. Fun and engaging steam lessons promote
analytical and re ective thinking. Promotes student
collaboration to solve real-world scenarios.
Integrates the next generation science standards
and National standards from other disciplines.

What's the Big Idea?
Kits lled with books and activities revolving
around themes! These are only a few examples of
the many that are available:

What's the Big Idea?
Construction

What's the Big Idea?
Maps and Directions

What's the Big Idea?
Exploring Weather

What's the Big Idea?
Number Patterns

Maker Kits
Now available to be checked out for in-library use
and for patrons to take home!

3D Printing Pen Kit

Makey Makey Kit

Wood Blocks Kit

Straws and Connectors Kit

Beading Kit

Snap Circuits Jr. Kit

Foam Tangrams Kit

More STEAM Ideas
STEAM on Pinterest
YALSA's STEAM Toolkit
Webjunction: From Tots to Teens STEAM
Powered
The Show Me Librarian: All Things STEAM

“We live in a society exquisitely dependent
on science and technology, in which hardly
anyone knows anything about science and
technology.”
- Carl Sagan

Share Something
Don't be shy! The Path nder is meant to share
useful information across member libraries in a
timely and condensed manner, but doesn't replace
the Trailblazer, which is meant to share stories
from around the System. Do you have something to
contribute to the Path nder? Contact David
Fuller and it could be in our next issue.
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