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Ticonderoga students learning Microsoft Word give a thumbs up
Back in the fall of 2010, we received a substantial grant to offer more
computer training and help with job searching to the residents of Essex
County. We were able to purchase a van and a set of laptops and other
equipment, and we contracted with the Adirondack Community Action
Programs, Inc., of Essex County to provide our traveling trainer Ken Doyle
and his assistant Chris Lawrence.
It took a little while to get going, but things are really starting to roll
now. Check out the schedule of classes and visits at our new blog:
InternetXpress.wordpress.com. Although the grant had to be limited to
Essex County for practical reasons, anyone is welcome to attend the events,
which are all free. Please spread the word!
Thank you to all of the participating libraries for helping us with
scheduling and space for classes and bearing with us during the initial
growing pains. Our next tasks will be to get some graphics on the van
(which is just white right now) and to get organized for a big launch event
and some media coverage.

Address contributions,
compliments, criticisms to :
Julie Wever, Editor
wever@cefls.org
Karen Batchelder, Layout
batchelder@cefls.org

- Betsy Brooks, Automation Librarian
FUNDING NOTE: The New York State Library, a unit of the Office of Cultural
Education within the New York State Education Department (NYSED), has been
awarded $9.5 million in a grant from the U.S. Department of Commerce
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to expand
computer access in public libraries across New York State. The funding is being
provided through the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA)
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).
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Member Library News

Let’s Explore Some
More!

Clinton County News
Mooers Free Library
On Saturday morning, February 12, Jennifer McIntrye
presented a story hour. After reading the featured story,
children made their Valentine card(s) and gifts were provided to
all attendees.
On Saturday, February 19 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., the
Friends of the Mooers Free Library hosted a Mooers Free
Library Benefit Day at the Mooers Fire House. The venue
included Larry Gooley and other local authors. Lilly the therapy
dog with her handler, Alex, was available for listening to
readers. Lots of food treats including Michigans, pies, and other
refreshments were featured, along with an afgan raffle and
books for purchase

The 2011 "Explore New
York " recreational reading lists for children
and teens are now available on the New
York State Library Summer Reading website
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/
summer/explore.htm.

- Jackie Madison, Director

These lists were first created in 2009 in
association with "Summer Reading at New
York Libraries" to provide annotated lists of
recreational books each with a unique New
York State flavor. The lists have been
updated and expanded for 2011 with
additional reading choices for children and
teens to enjoy all summer long.

Dodge Library, West Chazy

Dannemora Free Library

Let me please give a “Stand-Up, Thank You” to our Board at
Dodge, West Chazy. I asked and they agreed to purchase two
wireless keyboard and mouse sets for our patrons and also a
cute Crayola keyboard, mouse and pad for our children‟s room.
All of our patrons are thrilled with the new ease and
maneuverability they provide. The kids love the big keys and
colorful keyboard. Our patrons that play Family Feud are
having an easier time passing the keyboard and seem to have
doubled the fun.

The Dannemora Free Library will be
moving. Our new home will be in the former
Dannemora Elementary School. The new
library space will have two rooms; one for
adults and one for children. We will make the
move this summer.

New books are coming in to great expectation and
enthusiasm. Just last week one of our younger patrons picked
up a new book, put it to his nose and said, “Mmm, smell Linda,
FRESH! He was absolutely right; fresh new pictures, characters
and adventures. Young Master Dalton had it right, nothing
smells so fresh as a new book. We are doing our best to fulfill
the needs of all of our patrons‟ request with book orders.
Our crafting time on Tuesday afternoon is going well.
Sometimes activities are planned, sometimes not or we choose
to do something different than planned. Sometimes a rousing
game of SlapJack is just what the doctor ordered. Whatever the
situation is, we always have fun.
Stay tuned for information on upcoming programs as spring
progesses.
-Linda Dupee, Director

Our adult book club is thriving. Group
members are currently reading Major Pettigrew’s
Last Stand by Helen Simonson. The library
will be hosting a Family Game and Puzzle
Night on Tuesday, April 19 from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m.
-Laura

Pritchard, Director

Please Note:
Programs, events, classes,
and “readers in action” are
photographed or
videotaped by CEFLS staff
for library promotional purposes. Notify library staff if you prefer not to
be photographed.”
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Clinton County continued...
Dodge Memorial Library, Rouses Point
Although February was a short month, it was a busy one for
us. Recently I was invited by the Rouses Point Elementary School
kindergarten and 3rd grade to be a guest reader. They challenged
themselves to read 100 books before the 100th day of school. I read
my favorite book for children, Corduroy to kick off the challenge. I
brought in my Northeastern Clinton Central School bear with me
and there was a discussion about their favorite Teddy Bears.
We were awarded a DEC Grant through the Council for the Arts
for 2011 which is helping to fund outreach programs. Part of this
grant has been used to help purchase movies and licensing. The
theme for movies for February was "Love is in the Air". Two evening
movies were featured along with one movie matinee for children
during winter vacation week.. Movies will be shown throughout the
year, based on a monthly theme. Admission is free and refreshments
are served.
Other February activities included a Scrabble Club, North
Country Music Club (Adrian Carr), and the Adult Book Club. The
library continues to host "Honeybear", the reading therapy dog and
Miranda once a week. Honeybear sits or lies down and listens very
patiently while a child reads to her for 30 minutes. Right now there is
a waiting list of six children for this six week program.
We have been very fortunate to be able to host computer classes
which are funded through CEF‟s LSTA “Adult Learners in the Zone”
grant . I have requested extra sessions of these popular classes.
Keep your fingers crossed!
Kim Donnelly, certified One-Stroke instructor, will offer a six
week workshop on One-Stroke painting technique as spring slowly
arrives. This program was made possible, in part, through funding
received from the DEC Grant. We are also making plans for the
annual Easter Egg Hunt on the library lawn and summer reading
programs.
Since the beginning of the school year, we have hosted a high
school student as part of the school careers program. High school
students are placed throughout the school district at a variety of
businesses. Students learn different skills, a good work ethic and job
responsibility. Currently the student placed with us helps prep
books for circulation, does story time prep, cleans, readies books for
the book sale, photocopies and does the bulletin board display. She is
with us three afternoons a week. This is the second school year that
our library has been fortunate enough to be part of this program.
I look forward to a busy "rest of the" winter and a much warmer
spring!
- Donna Boumil - Library Director
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Are Kids at Your Library
Munching Down
Their Apples?
Are you on track with 3 Apples Book
Award activities for 2011 at your library?
The 3 Apples web site is straightforward to
navigate and loaded with information that
you can use to jump in with both feet and
take part in this statewide reading
promotion.
According to the “Timetable of Events”
listed on the web site
(www.3applesbookaward.org) each child
who intends to vote in April should be
reading or listening to a minimum of three
books from the list of 15 finalists in order
to vote. A brochure that can be easily
downloaded and printed is available on
the web site. Some of the great titles for
children listed include The BFG by Roald
Dahl, Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems, The
Last Olympian by Rick Riordan, and the
Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo.
In April, voting will take place in public
and school libraries throughout New York
State. Ballots will be available at school
and public libraries, and can be printed
from the 3 Apples Book Award web site as
well. Children in grades three through six
(ages 8-12) who have read or listened to
at least three of the nominated titles are
eligible to vote. Each child may cast one
vote at either their school or public library,
and all voting ends on April 20.
Participating librarians will tally the votes
from their library and submit them online
by the April 30 deadline. The award
winner will be announced on the website on
May 10, and libraries across the state will
sponsor events to celebrate the winner of
the 3 Apples Book Award.
The 3 Apples Book Award is a great
opportunity to collaborate with local school
librarians to promote reading to children
and young adults. Check it out and let us
know how you are collaborating with your
local school or promoting the nominated
titles for our Spring 2011 issue of the
Trailblazer.
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Essex County News
AuSable Forks Free Library
"A good library will never be too neat, or too dusty, because somebody will
always be in it, taking books off the shelves and staying up late reading
them."
— Lemony Snicket (Horseradish: Bitter Truths You Can't Avoid)
The winter has settled in and seems far from letting up. As for
us in Au Sable we have been busy transitioning an old office into
the new home for our ever growing Adirondack collection. While
the room is still a work in progress it has been completely
transformed into a cozy space to tuck away and enjoy a piece
about local history. We are looking forward to finishing the
room, decorating and relocating the collection—hope to see you
for a visit when it‟s finished (photos to follow in the next edition
as it‟s still a work in progress)!
Our annual Cabin Fever Book and Bake Sale was held over
the weekend of March 4 and 5 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Friday
and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday . There was a surplus of
books this year thanks to a bevy of donations and lots of
weeding over the last several months. Also to be found were
audio books, DVDs, CDs and of course a wide variety of yummy
baked goods.
We have changed the format of our Storytime! for children to
a once a month event to celebrate the different holidays. Our
Thanksgiving and Christmas and Valentines Day editions were
well attended and we are hoping to continue to provide children
with fun stories, crafts and snacks for St. Patrick‟s and Cinco de
Mayo story times. Keep your eyes open for times and dates. The
pictures show the kids enjoying a special story time, crafts and
snacks with Mrs. Claus when our library to celebrate with the rest
of Au Sable during Christmas in the Forks.
New York State and Federal
Tax forms will be available at the
library through May.
~Susanna Carey, Director

Crafts and stories with Mrs. Claus

Chad Chase joined the CEFLS staff in early
December. Chad says, “I love being a part of
the Clinton-Essex-Franklin Library System and
am especially enjoying meeting all of our
bookmobile patrons. In my spare time (when I
have it), I like to read, catch up on my Netflix
queue, and train for century rides (100 mile
bike rides) with my dad.” Check out Chad’s
posts on the bookmobile’s Facebook
Ann Sayers and Karen Armstrong will
present the second entry in their popular youth
services workshop series on Monday, May 9 in
the Plattsburgh Public Library auditorium. This
session is called “Pushing the Envelope: Exploring
Technology as a Tool to Advance Literacy . Save
the date and look elsewhere in this issue for full
details.
Come On In! Welcoming Exceptional
Patrons, a video presentation by NYLA in
partnership with the Rochester Regional Library
Council, is viewable on the NYLA web site at
www.nyla.org. The presentation covers all
aspects of serving developmentally disabled
persons in libraries. The NYLA web site also
features a presentation outline, Hiring and the
ADA, Ways to Make a Library Program More
Successful, and other useful resources. Check it
out!
Jesse Feiler, author, developer, and
consultant specializing in small business and nonprofits, is set to offer a trustees forum devoted
to advocacy. Topics will include: “Modern
Media and How to Use Them,” Telling Your
Story,” “Setting Up a Media Plan (and
delivering on it),” “Getting Your Hands Dirty”
and “What You Do After You Publish.” Watch
for details on April dates at library locations
throughout the service area.
“I’ve always thought you’ve
got to believe in luck to get
it.”
- VICTORIA HOLT
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TABOB Group Rolls out 2011
Battle of the Books Titles
The TABOB (Take a Bite out of Books) planning group
has just announced six book selections for this year’s
competition. Teams of middle school readers will square
off on Saturday, July 16 at the Champlain Centre Mall in
Plattsburgh to answer over 700 questions culled from
these exciting books: Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse
Anderson; The Wright 3 by Blue Balliett; Bearwalker by
Joseph Bruchac; The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman; First
Light by Rebecca Stead; and The Kid Who Invented the
Popsicle: And Other Surprising Stories About Inventions.
Competition Coordinator Jackie Viestenz, director of
the Sherman Free Library, Port Henry, explains, “This is the
sixth year that the Take a Bite Out of Books competition
has been held. The children and adults who have
participated in the past have said they really enjoyed
reading the books and participating in the competition. It's
a good way to get kids to read authors they might not
pick up otherwise. The competition is for 5th, 6th, and 7th
graders. Each team consists of four children and one
alternate.”
The competition will be July 16 from 10 a.m. to about
3:00 p.m. at the Champlain Centre Mall in Plattsburgh.
Each team member will receive a tee shirt, along with the
chance to read great books, make friends, and perhaps
take home the trophy, as the Saranac Lake Half Bloods
did in 2010. The libraries who are participating this year
are Dannemora, Saranac Lake, Rouses Point, Plattsburgh
Public, Willsboro, Wilmington, Lake Placid, and Schroon
Lake.
There is always room for more teams. If you are
interested in competing, please contact Jackie Viestenz at
flibrar1@nycap.rr.com or 546-7461.

Essex County news continues...
Sherman Free Library, Port Henry
During the month of March several local artists
will display their work at the library. There will be
paintings done in oil and acrylic and on slate, and
knitting and quilting. We hosted a reception for the
artists on Saturday, March 12 from 1:00 to2:00 p.m.
This is the eighth year we have had this popular
display. Some of the items were for sale.
On Tuesday, March 15 at 6:00 p.m., Bunny
Goodwin, Master Gardener, will get us in the mood
for spring and present a program on staring plants
from seed. She will tell how to set up grow lights
and what to use for containers and soil.
During the month of April patrons can pick out
a poem to keep in their pocket, in celebration of
National Poetry Month. On Tuesday, April 12, a
CD of poems will be playing in the library.
The trustees are planning to hold their first yard
sale on Memorial Day weekend. They will be
collecting nice furniture, gently used items,
household goods, and sporting goods for the sale.
A gardening group is meeting at the library.
They are meeting to share successful gardening
experiences and to learn more about gardening.
-Jackie Viestenz, Director

Cabin Fever
Book & Bake Sale

Friday, March 4, 2011
4 PM to 6 PM
Saturday, March 5, 2011
9 AM to 12 PM
Books, Audiobooks, DVDs, CDs,
Videos and Baked Goods
TABOB 2010 Champions: Saranac Lake Free Library
Half-Bloods (from left): Coach Carmen Ordonez, Teagan
Grisi, Cooper Ross, Elsa Evans-Kummer, Amelia McDonnell,
Coach Peggy Orman. Coach Donna Fulkerson is missing from
photo.

AuSable Forks Free Library
9 Church Lane, AuSable Forks
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More from Essex County...

Winter at Wells Memorial Library
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New Resource
Opens Library
Doors for Business

After having received beautiful donations of holiday decorations
and gift items for our annual holiday sale, the library was pleased to
have exceeded last year‟s sales totals. We have already been
gathering up for our annual Books, Antiques, Food & Things
Sale scheduled to be held July 15-17.

Check out the CEFLS
web site for access to
BusinessDecision, our
powerful new online
research tool that bangs the library door
open for small business owners, entrepreneurs
We are grateful to Jay artist Bill
or anyone seeking cutting edge consumer
Evans who exhibited prints and
market data. BusinessDecision uses a series
paintings in November-December
of geographical information system (GIS)
and donated a print for a very
based databases such as the U.S. Census to
successful silent auction. Our
generate social, economic, business and
January-February guest exhibitor is
environmental data that has many
poet, publisher, photographer and
applications. The powerful mapping
illustrator Nadine McLaughlin.
capability reveals trends, patterns and
This multi-talented artist graciously offered to donate 10% of the
opportunities which are often hidden in
proceeds from the sale of prints, journals and books of poems on
tabular data. With the click of a mouse,
display at the library. We look forward to having Peter DeFina
library users, small business owners,
exhibit his Adirondack photos and frames in March and April.
researchers and government agency
A Writers‟ Collective meets at 7:00 p.m. the third Tuesday of
personnel can access, interpret and map area
each month and the Quilters‟ Gathering continues to meet monthly specific detailed demographical information
and business statistics.

Wilmington E.M. Cooper Memorial Library
On November 4ththe Library was hosted the AuSable Valley
Dance Club performance at the Whiteface Range Hall. These talented kids put on quite a show and raised funds for both the Library
and the Dance Club. Eight of the members of the Dance Club performed in the opening act of the Macy‟s Thanksgiving Day Parade
in New York City. Library Director Samantha Baer‟s son was one
of those who performed in the parade. This was a great fundraiser
and wonderful community event.
We are excited to host a computer training workshop with Ken
Doyle here in February and March thanks to the CEFLS “BTOP”
grant. It is a wonderful resource and our community is thrilled to
have this opportunity.
The Friends of the Library will be hosting their Annual Food
and Plant Sale on Saturday, June 11 at 10 a.m.

CEFLS is the first library system in New
York state to subscribe to this cutting edge
research tool, thanks to funding from a LSTA
grant we proactively named “Small Libraries
Mean Business.” Our project partner, Rick
Leibowitz of the North Country Small Business
Development Center, is standing by to
provide free library based workshops that
will show library staff and community
members how to put BusinessDecision
through its paces. To schedule a session or for
more information, please contact Julie at
CEFLS by e-mail (wever@cefls.org) or
telephone (563-5190 x 18).

Read to Feed

--Samantha Baer, Director
Follow the link below to access information
on Heifer Internationals‟ Read to Feed
program. This sounds like a great way to help
kids learn that children in other countries have
needs quite more basic than theirs and offers an
opportunity to help them in a fun
way.
http://www.heifer.org/site/
c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.6135231/
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More news from Essex County...
Wadhams Free Library
We‟re peeking out from under our snow-andice blanket here at the Wadhams Free Library
and planning some late winter and early spring
events.
On March 16 our spring series of
„Wednesdays in Wadhams” lectures will begin
with a presentation by Jim Kinley, Willsboro
Code Enforcement Officer, who will talk about
building codes and how they can make your
project easier - and cheaper. Later in March,
Richard Aberle from SUNY Plattsburgh will
speak about Rhetoric. On April 13, Amy Ivy,
Cornell Cooperative Extension Horticulture
Educator, will tell us about “Getting Started with
Vegetables,” and in May, Matt Foley will show
slides and talk about his environmental work in
the Altai Republic in Siberia. A full schedule of
the talks, which start at 7:30 p.m., will be available
soon.
On Sunday March 20,, the first day of spring,
Dogwood Bread Company will sponsor Sunday
Brunch to benefit the Library. The “Sourdough
Waffle and Frittata Extravaganza” will feature
sourdough waffles, hearty frittatas, fruit salad,
and tempting desserts. This event, which was a
lot of fun last year, as well as an important source
of support for the Library, is produced by our
friends at the bakery and friends of the Library,
and runs from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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Paine Memorial
Free Library
The Paine Memorial
Free Library featured a
Chocolate Tasting for
Serious Chocolate lovers
on February 13 to
celebrate Valentine‟s
Day. The library was
decorated with over fifty
antique heart shaped valentine boxes. The red display makes a
pretty contrast with the off white painted walls of the library.
Children always ask me if they are filled with chocolate. The
Friends of the Library baked their most decadent chocolate
desserts. Colleen Blanchard played guitar and sang for the crowd.
It‟s a lovely social fund raiser. If you missed us this year, keep on
the lookout for the date for next year.
This year‟s Friday story hour registration is higher than we‟ve
seen in years. We have thirteen three year old children registered.
That makes for a lively class that required additional staffing. We
also receive regular visits from the Willsboro Central School Pre-K
class and Willsboro Essex Head Start.
With all this snow it‟s hard to think we are already planning our
summer schedule. Several Artists have already committed to
showing. Check out our schedule on our web page at http://
www.willsborony.com/painememoriallibrary/ and think
spring!
-Cheryl Blanchard, Director

News From Our Friends at LV Clinton County:

We‟re looking forward to the first of a series
of computer training classes to be presented by
Ken Doyle of the InternetXpress project. On
March 31 Ken will teach “Basic Word” at 5:30
p.m., and “Basic Excel” at 7:00 p.m. On April 26
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. he‟ll provide training in
skills for job seekers.
And we‟re really looking forward to the bridge
over the Boquet being clear of snow and ice so
the kids can safely cross it and we can resume our
story hour, which is the most fun ever.
-Liz Rapalee, Director

“The AuSable Valley Teachers" display their championship
trophies after winning against "The Docs" during the 19th
annual Literacy Challenge at the Champlain Centre Mall on
March 5, to benefit Literacy Volunteers of Clinton County.
Pictured L to R: Scott Taylor, Matt Fay, Lindsey Bombard, and Renee
Rhino (captain)

TRAILBLAZER

Page 8

Essex County continues….

The “iPad
Experience”

Schroon Lake Library
It has been a fairly busy winter so far at our library, despite
the bad weather. Programs for children continue to be our big
draw so this winter we have mixed things up a bit and
expanded our children‟s programming. During the beginning
of winter we offered a “mommy and me” type program called
Side-By-Side. Retired preschool teacher, Sue Yoeckel, ran this
12 week program that taught early literacy skills to children and
their caregivers. Stories, songs, crafts and of course, crafts
were enjoyed by all.
Our crafts for children during the summer has always been
standing room only so we decided to offer a walk-in crafts for
children program during the winter months. Every Saturday
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. children can
stop by the library to warm-up and work on a hands-on craft.
We have had a great response to this program.
Weekly story time at our library began on February 14 and
will run through the end of May. We are fortunate to have two
young ladies from the Bible Institute college through a workstudy program. The one-hour program will feature
stories,crafts, and of course, a snack.
Thanks to the coordinated Movie License Certificate, we will
be offering movies to patrons beginning February 17. The
following is our schedule for March:
DATE
Saturday
3/5

Movie Start
Time
12:30

Movie

Movie Rating
G

Saturday
3/5

7:00 p.m.

Horton Hears a Who
(in honor of Dr. Seuss‟
B‟Day)
Salt

Saturday
3/12

12:30

Despicable Me

PG

Saturday
3/12

7:00 p.m.

Secretariat

PG

PG-13

-Jane Bouchard, Director

Westport Library Association
Good things are happening at the Westport Library.
Director Stephen Smith has designed our totally new website,
which recently launched to rave reviews. You will have a great
learning experience when you explore
www.westportnylibrary.org
-James Bullard

Do you have an
iPad? Or have you seen
one? I’ve been testing
out one that we
purchased for our
InternetXpress Mobile
Broadband grant, and I
really like it. As a
personal Internet
browsing device, it has a lot of good features,
including its beautiful color touch screen, easy
to learn interface, and quick response.
The quick response is especially important
when you just want to look something up. I
have used it to look for a recipe, check facts,
scan the news and weather, look up a poem
and check my email. I’ve also been drawn in to
watching Youtube videos, because there’s an
enticing Youtube icon on the screen!
The wonderful part for me is how fast it
turns on – there’s no wait as there is for
Windows booting up on a computer. So far,
there don’t seem to be any serious viruses for
the iPad. It just seems to work.
As a book reader, I’m not as convinced.
The screen is pretty bright for sustained
reading. I have used a Kindle, and the screen
was easier to look at. I am listening to an
audiobook on the iPad, but of course it is less
portable than a little mp3 player.
The onscreen keyboard is a little awkward
for me also. I would really like it if it had a
webcam and could be used for Skype calls.
Add-ons to address these lacks are available
and may be included with future versions.
At $450 to $600, it’s not inexpensive. And
it won’t replace a serious computer on which
you can write a book or publish a newsletter.
But, all in all, the “iPad experience” is a very
easy and satisfying one.
-Betsy Brooks, Automation Librarian
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Featured Book Review:
April is Autism
Awareness Month
Autism Spectrum
Disorders (ASD's) are
among the fastestgrowing developmental disabilities in the United States. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, one in every 110 children in the
U.S. now has a diagnosis of an ASD. The
autism spectrum is comprised of a continuum
of conditions including Autism, Pervasive
Developmental Disorder- Not Otherwise
Specified, and Asperger's syndrome.
People with an ASD handle information
differently than other people and may talk,
interact, behave, and learn in different
ways. Symptoms can range from mild to
severe.
With support from the US Department
of Health and Human Services, Maternal
and Child Health Bureau, the New York
State Department of Health Bureau of
Early Intervention is asking public libraries
throughout New York State to help promote
autism awareness and support New Yorkers
with autism by displaying a variety of free
materials for their patrons during April.
CEF has requested multiple copies of
resources that will help libraries help
people understand and respond to the
challenges of autism. Stand by to receive
(in a mid-March van delivery): “Learn the
Signs” brochures and posters, bookmarks,
information cards with Child Developmental
Milestones, and information on “Libraries
and Autism: We’re Connected” which is a
free, customizable autism programming
resource for libraries of any size.
We urge your library to participate in
New York’s Libraries and Autism campaign
by distributing and posting prominently
these materials, to help families in your
community learn about autism and support
those living with a diagnosis.

The Lace Makers of Glenmara by Heather Barbieri

Kate Robinson is attempting to pick up the pieces of her life and
begin anew as she travels alone through Ireland. Kate was originally
supposed to be making the trip to her ancestral land with her mother,
who has recently passed away from cancer. Adding to Kate‟s
heartbreak is the loss of her fiancé, who has recently left her for a
model from Kate‟s failed fashion collection debut. Life in Seattle seems
to have lost its purpose but little does Kate know that she will find
herself in the tiny village of Glenmara on the west coast of Ireland.
Once a fishing haven, the village of Glenmara is now struggling to
find a purpose of its own in modern Ireland. With changing times, the
town‟s young people are leaving for greater economic opportunities
elsewhere. Despite efforts to find its way, the Gaelic village seems to
be lost. It is into this setting that Kate arrives in Glenmara on market
day, where she meets Bernie and Aileen, two members of a small local
lace making group attempting to sell handmade goods to tourists.
As fate would have it, Kate quickly bonds with Bernie and agrees to
stay on short term as she figures out where next to travel. Bernie, who
is still dealing with the loss of her husband, heartily welcomes Kate to
her home where she introduces her to the Lace Makers of Glenmara.
The Lace Makers meet regularly as they ply their trade shared by multigenerations. Kate quickly finds her place amongst the other women
who join Bernie and Aileen: Oona, Colleen, Moira. The women bond
over their various hardships, taking to Kate as quickly as she takes to
the lace making. The exception is Aileen, whose jealousy causes her to
criticize Kate as an outsider. Despite the pettiness Kate finds herself
drawn into the group and begins to heal her internal wounds.
As an aspiring fashion designer Kate is intrigued by the lace makers‟
craft. Their plight of how to ply a centuries old trade in a vastly
changing modernized technological world becomes Kate‟s project.
Taking a trip to clear her head, Kate begins sketching lace-inspired
lingerie. She quickly realizes that this lingerie would give the ladies an
opportunity to the skills passed down by mothers and grandmothers.
The ladies’ stories correlate regarding their lives as they begin to
knit the lace garments Kate has envisioned. Each story is brief, nearly
too short, with the novel being just 268 pages (trade paperback
version). However, in it we are introduced to a culture, rich with
memories and history. As a reader who has a strong interest in Ireland
and has visited once briefly, it felt like a sort of homecoming to spend
time in this little village with these characters. But the visit was brief
and some of the side stories felt hard to follow for the short length of
the book. Although most loose ends were tied up, there was to some
extent on my part the hardship of believing happy endings come
together with ease after a bit of trial and tribulation. If you are looking
for a brief respite in the Emerald Isle and carefree reading, look no
further. As Barbieri writes and shows her readers, you really can pick
up the thread, no matter the mess and begin again--anew.
- Reviewed by Susanna Carey, Au Sable Forks Free Library

TRAILBLAZER

News from Franklin County
Saranac Lake Free Library
The 22nd annual Winter Book Sale was held on
February 11 and 12. Hundreds of hard cover and
paperback books were for sale, along with a large
section of individually-priced special books, including
very old and new, coffee table, nature, art and
cookbooks. Videocassettes, DVDs, audiocassettes and
jigsaw puzzles were also for sale. Around forty
volunteers assisted with setting up, sorting and selling
at the event. The Thomas B. Cantwell Community
Room was gaily decorated with pictures celebrating the
Saranac Lake Winter Carnival theme, Medieval Times,
colored by children in the Children‟s Room,
The following winter programs will be held at the
library:


The Library Lunch Series offers a variety of adult
programs at noon every other Thursday, and runs
through April. Desserts and beverages are provided
by the library‟s Refreshments Committee.



Story Hour is offered for preschoolers every
Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday evening
and Saturday morning story hour programs are
offered once a month and are jointly sponsored by
the library and the North Country Childcare
Network.

TABOB, the Take a Bite Out of Books program
for 5th to 7th graders, will begin meeting in mid-March.
Twelve art shows will be presented in 2011 in the
Cantwell Community Room. The February 16 to March
17 show is an exhibit of local quilts, while the March 24
to April 14 show is “Celebration of Spring,” a mixed
media, open community show.
The Annual Meeting was held January 26. Reports
were presented and two board of trustees members
were elected.
--Pat Wiley, Library Assistant
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What do I want to read?
One of our latest acquisitions
available through the CEFLS
website is the exciting database
called NoveList. This handy tool
enables you to explore titles in
series, genre titles, additional
books by a single author, additional titles similar to a
selected title, summaries and reviews of books as well as
links to sites for purchasing.
The “Search our Catalog” tab at our home page
(http://www.cefls.org) leads you to an impressive
range of possibilities to enhance your search. There are
photographs of book covers to entice you. Next comes
the fun part. Selecting your choice leads you to a lot of
information tailored to your search and selection. Also
included here is a listing of similar titles, with
information about similar authors as well as the author
you‟ve selected. Another really useful option is a listing
of other books in any series your selection is a part of (in
order by number in the series, no less). How many times
have we tried to find other books in our favorite series?
The information is right here.
But NoveList is not through yet; we‟re just getting
warmed up. Also available here is information about
your selected item: more books by this author, subject
headings, as well as links to Amazon.com and Barnes
and Noble in case you want to purchase the item. Plot
summaries are included, too. You can see which CEFLS
libraries own the item to find out if the item is checked
out or on the shelf and eligible for an online request.
Click on “Quick searches” at the Search Our Catalog
prompt and another world opens up. Choices here are
films (which includes DVDs and videocassettes) and
fiction. Here comes the fun part: listed here are a
number of genres which we have found are helpful in
finding books and films of a similar type. This works
really well when you don‟t know exactly what you‟re
looking for. Select a category—“sea stories” for
example, and stand by for a display of a number of
fiction items relating to the sea. Browse the list, discover
new authors, select a single title—there‟s a lot to do here.
With the help of NoveList you‟ll find more and
more books that might interest you or someone you
know. The deeper you delve into the choices offered by
this database, the more you‟ll find useful for your reading
pleasure. Acquaint yourself with this powerful
database—you‟ll be pleased with what you can do.

The Library Lunch Series includes featured speakers from all
walks of life with interesting topics to relate. The program
coordinator is Caper Tissot, local author and library volunteer.

---Elizabeth Rogers, CEFLS
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More from Franklin County...
Wead Library, Malone
The Wead Library‟s book sale, which ran the first
weekend of the month, has netted the library‟s coffers a
total of $1,200.50. Assuming each volume sold was valued
at fifty cents (merely a possibility) that‟s about 2,400 books
traveling the Library‟s staircase in about 14 hours. We
have to thank Elizabeth Marshall and Connie Marci,
Cathleen Bonville and Jan Chatland and Pete Trickey and
Hope Reilly for volunteering their time to supervise that
area. Michael McDonald demonstrated a vast amount of
energy as he elevated a huge number of books from floor
to floor. Those with more age than he would be winded
merely thinking about the feat.
Spindle neurons are a feature in the nervous systems of
great apes, whales, and humans. They may be featured in
other species nervous systems as well. In humans, if
spindle neurons don‟t behave well, the victims tend to
have autism and other developmental problems. Cal. Tech
has scientists who are researching the topic. And how did
we learn of this? A question e-mailed from the West Coast
looking for source material began the search. What we
found was e-mailed to him. In the investigative process
we learned that such neurons are also referred to as Von
Economo neurons. Wouldn‟t that aspect of electricity
have fascinated Ben Franklin?
In terms of the annual number of visits to the library‟s
website, Ticonderoga‟s Black Watch Memorial Library had
the largest number of hits among the 30 member libraries
in the System, with 7,203, but their sessions were half that
number. Malone‟s numbers were next, with 5,152 hits and
5,052 sessions, while Plattsburgh came in third with 4,199
hits and 4,093 sessions. The last library in the list had 602
hits and 593 sessions. How much these figures mean or
what they prove is an enigma hidden within a riddle.
Given a large number of sessions, one would assume the
users found whatever was being sought, but there‟s no
definitive answer. Sending information and knowledge
across country electronically and providing databases for
off-site use are two examples of libraries extending their
services well beyond their buildings.
--excerpted from David Minnich’s 2/28 Director’s Report

Try this - it will make you think
about the future
There's a project that has been
quietly building over the past 3 and a half years. It's
called Open Library, and you can find it at http://
openlibrary.org.
Anyone interested in books and reading should
pay attention to this. There are small and large
implications for libraries. One of the small ones is that
you can provide instant access for patrons who need
to read all or part of a classic work that's old enough
to be out of copyright.
The best way to understand it is to go to
openlibrary.org and look up an older title - something likely to be out of copyright. When you do,
you'll see that you can read just about any classic you
can think of - either on your computer or an e-book
reader, or you could have it read aloud to you. It has
special importance for people with print disabilities,
providing greater access to formats they can use.
Then, look up a newer book. You'll see that you
can find out where to borrow the book from a
library, or where to buy it. OpenLibrary links to
OCLC's Worldcat to show library holdings, and to
Amazon, Alibris, AbeBooks and Powell's for
purchasing choices. The general public is adding data,
and large libraries are contributing scanned titles.
Here's how Open Library creators describe it:
“We have well over 20 million edition records online,
provide access to 1.7 million scanned versions of
books, and link to external sources like WorldCat and
Amazon when we can. The secondary goal is to get
you as close to the actual document you're looking for
as we can, whether that is a scanned version courtesy
of the Internet Archive, or a link to Powell's where you
can purchase your own copy."
This is a good resource for people searching for
e-books to read on their new e-book readers. What
the larger implications of this are, and how it relates
to Google Books, for example, is something to think
about.
-Betsy Brooks, Automation Librarian, CEFLS
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Or current resident

The “bookmobile crew” standing near the huge pile of snow outside of CEF after one of our many storms this winter. Is it Spring yet?

