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CEFLS is has been experimenting with video lately. The most recent “finished
products” are two 30 second videos promoting reading that feature two members
of the U.S. Ski Jumping team – Nick Alexander and Nick Fairall. The “two Nicks”
are based in Lake Placid and were recruited by reading consultant Karen
Armstrong for the project. Karen has a ski jumper in the family, so she provided the
introductions and CEFLS the equipment and amateur filmmaker (Betsy). Please take
a look on YouTube (www.youtube.com) and search for “jump into reading cefls”
to see the two videos. And please show them to any kids, especially boys who like
sports, who might need a little reading encouragement!
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Close
Address contributions,
compliments, criticisms to:
Julie Wever, Editor
wever@cefls.org
Karen Batchelder, Layout
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Video is a fun way to build interest in your library and its activities. Short videos
can be easily shared on Facebook and on your library website. CEFLS has some
equipment and would be glad to lend it for short projects and help you get started
editing the footage. Teenagers enjoy getting involved with video projects, and you
might consider enlisting them to help you. The Collaborative Summer Reading
Program sponsors an annual “2013 Teen Video Challenge,” through which individual
teens or groups can win cash prizes. The deadline is February 1, 2013 – see
http://www.summerreadingnys.org/teens/teens-video-challenge/ or contact
Youth Services coordinator Julie Wever at CEFLS for more information.
Another great idea for a video project would be to capture some local history
with interviews of seniors who have interesting stories to tell. Libraries have an important role in preserving history, and technology for this purpose is getting easier
and easier to use. Consider getting outside of your comfort zone and “Jumping into
Video @ Your Library”!
-Betsy Brooks, CEFLS
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Tech Talk

Member Library News
From Clinton County

Nook Users Rejoice!

Mooers Free Library
Ground was broken for the new Library/Community
Center in Mooers on Tuesday, October 23. Builders are
anticipating getting a shell of the building up, so work can
proceed during the winter and spring. We expect this
building to be available to welcome patrons by next year at
this time. We have applied for Public Library Construction
funding to help fund this exciting project and submitted an
application to ACT (The Adirondack Community Trust)
for matching help with the technology component. We are
hopeful that we can get grant help to furnish an accessible
and up to date community room. Stay tuned for updates as
our exciting project takes shape.
--Jackie Madison, Director

Dodge Library, West Chazy
The Summer Reading Program theme of “Dream Big,
Read came together perfectly with the Olympics at our
library. Our athletes from “Booksrule”, “Readalottia” and
“Grabbabook” competed in their individual sports of
Hopscotch-an-Read, Blow-a-Poem, and the ever popular
"Silverstein Long Jump."All our athletes were victorious
and brought home the gold!
This fall and winter, we are gearing up for "Crafting
Saturday. "We've got some great books on soap carving for
kids that feature popsicle stick tools, clay sculpture, hemp
jewelry, thumb print drawing and other crafts. This year
we've decided to let the kids teach the class on a hobby
they enjoy. I'm excited to see the young artists in our
community.
Our hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.
until 6:00 p.m. We are open on Saturdays during the winter
from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Saturday hours are 9:00 a.m.
until noon. Come by and see us - there's always something
going on!
~Linda Dupee, Director

Until now, Nook users had to connect to
a computer to download library ebooks, even with
Nooks that have Internet access via wifi and can
download purchased books without a hitch!
Now there’s an app you can install on your Nook
HD, Nook HD+, Nook Tablet or Nook Color. This
NOOK app enables users to wirelessly borrow eBooks
from the library. No more need for Adobe Digital
Editions software on your computer and a USB cable!
You can now download the books directly to your
Nook anywhere you have a wifi connection.
Users can visit the NOOK Apps storefront (http://
www.barnesandnoble.com/w/overdrive-mediaconsole-overdrive-inc/1113021293?
ean=2940043354334) to install the free OverDrive
Media Console app. You’ll need a Barnes and Noble
account to download the app.
As always, if you have questions about using the
library’s ebook collection ecollection.cefls.org), feel
free to get in touch with us at info2@cefls.org.

Trolling TechSoup for Bargains
We’ve always been fans of Tech Soup for the
wonderfully inexpensive software prices for such
standards as Microsoft Office. Tech Soup
(www.techsoup.org) nonprofit supports other
nonprofits and their technology by operating as a
storefront for charity licenses, which are some of the
lowest prices around, and only available to certain
nonprofits and libraries. In recent years, Tech Soup has
ramped up its offerings of hardware too, and cloudbased services. They also have great articles about
technology. Here are a few of the bargains found
there on a recent day:




One young reader
found the perfect
place to "chill out"
with a "cool read."



Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010: $31
Compare at $500 retail.
Intuit Quickbooks 2012: $45 Compare at $200
retail.
Symantec Norton Antivirus: $4, Compare at $32
retail. Dreamweaver CS6 Win ESD, $35.
Compare at $20 retail.
Refurbished Dell or HP P4 Windows 7 Desktop, 3.0
GHz, $204, plus a refurbished 19” monitor for
$90.

~Betsy Brooks, CEFLS
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Fall Databases
Up Close
In case you missed
them, here are Chad
Chase’s “Database of
the Month” posts for October and
November.
With Winter approaching, it is
important to make sure you have
reliable transportation. Auto Repair
Reference Center contains essential
maintenance and repair information
on over 31,660 vehicles! Enter the
year, make, and model of your
vehicle and you are provided with
step-by-step repair info, up-to-date
recall bulletins, diagrams, routine
maintenance intervals, specifications,
diagnostic information, and a labor
time calculator that could save you big
dollars. Don't get stranded by the side
of the road this Winter! Check out the
FREE Auto Repair Reference Center
today on the CEFLS web site at
www.cefls.org
We've all heard plenty about
employment this election season. No
matter what the job climate is, though,
it is up to you to take the steps
necessary to be hired. Job Now can
help job seekers navigate those steps.
Users can visit the the online adult
learning center, utilize resume
templates, get proven advice for that
big interview, all with the one-on-one
support of a Job Now coach! There
are opportunities out there waiting.
Visit the CEFLS database page and
click on the Job Now link to get
started on the path to a new career!
If you promote these databases at
your library, feel free to use this
wording or edit it as you see fit. The
goal here is to just get the word out
about some of the perhaps overlooked
resources on www.cefls.org As
always, feedback from all users is
appreciated.
- Chad Chase, CEFLS

More from Clinton County:
Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library
Where did Fall go? It seems as though we just finished the Summer
Reading Program and now November is almost gone!
The month of September was a re-motivate and rejuvenate month
that we used to get geared up for fall activities and events. We received
a Creative Aging in New York State Libraries” grant that made possible an
eight week Painting A Landscape In Pastels workshop. Connie
Cassevaugh, teaching artist, taught 10 people age 55 and better to paint
the beautiful landscape across from the library. The culminating art
show/reception was held on
Friday, October 26 at the
Dodge Memorial Library.
There were ten works of art
displayed during the
reception and again on
Saturday for the public to
view. Congratulations to
Connie and the budding
artists. They did an amazing job. Just as a side note, there are twenty
people on a waiting list in the event funding is received for additional
classes.
During October, preschool story time resumed each Tuesday
morning and the Knit/Crochet group resumed their weekly meeting on
Wednesday evenings. A new program began in conjunction with the
Decentralization Arts Grant titled Book vs. Movie Book Club. The
premise behind this book club is to read the book throughout a given
month and view the movie at the end of the month. After the movie
showing a book talk is held to discuss the movie and the book.
Funding was received through the Decentralization Grant to purchase
movies and the movie licensing. In additional to the purchase of the
movies, the Decentralization Grant helped to offset the cost of
providing four classes offered by Amano Studio on beading. These
classes offered classes on topics that ranged from basic beading to the
intricate beading of an ornament. A total of 40 participants took part in
this project..
Our library participated in International Game Day on November 3
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Board games were set up throughout the
library. As a participant in this program, we received a free Labyrinth
board game from ALA and Ravensburger .
Our parking lot will soon be enlarged which is wonderful news. At
the present time, three cars are able to park in the parking lot. The new
parking lot will handle ten vehicles including a handicapped parking
space. A Public Library Construction Grant is funding this work.
---Donna Boumil, Library Director
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News from Clinton County continues...

Links We Like

Chazy Public Library
Completes Renovation

Some of our libraries
have very active and
successful Friends
Groups, while others are
exploring the possibility
of establishing one. There’s a great
website with good information about and
for Friends Groups. It’s the site
sponsored by the American Library
Association’s section called the Association
of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends
and Foundations (ALTAFF). The address
is http://www.ala.org/united/ Here
you’ll find a page called “Form a Friends
Group,” which leads you through the
process.

The Chazy Public Library
celebrated the completion of an
ambitious two year renovation
project by officially dedicating
the Brendler Board Room on
Wednesday, October 24. Named for our current President and
construction project manager George Brendler, the room will be used as a
meeting place as well as a storage place for archives and files. According
to Trustee Angela Swan, “We felt it was important to recognize the work
George put into the building as project manager. We cannot even count
the number of hours he put into the finished product. A man of many
talents, George was able not only to orchestrate the work schedules of the
many contractors involved, but he completed many segments of the work
project himself. His attention to detail is evident at every turn. We
couldn’t have hired someone with his talents. The grant money just
wouldn’t have reached!”
Constructed through private donations and matching grants, the new
Chazy Public Library is located at 1329 Fiske Road, just off Route 9. It
houses a much expanded book and music collection as well as six public
computer stations, a modern reading room and a lower level community
room. Thanks to funding from the Charles Wood Foundation the
community room also features a business station with digital display
equipment for use by job seekers, meeting organizers and literacy
volunteers. Traffic has increased dramatically at our little library, and we
would like to thank our library director, Francie Fairchild, for sticking
with us through the project’s ups and downs and through a very chilly
moving week last winter!
Major changes have been happening on the Board
level as well. Emily F. Castine, grant writer and
immediate Past President of the Board, retired
recently from the Chazy Library Board of Trustees
after 35 years of service. Emily is well known in
library circles, having served as CCRS junior-senior
high school librarian for seventeen years, part-time
reference librarian at Clinton Community College,
Interim-Director of the School Library System at
BOCES in 2003, Friends of the Chazy Library volunteer and officer, and
organizer of our annual summer book sale. She served on the CEFLS
Board for fifteen years in the 1980s and 90s and recently was appointed to
a CEFLS Board position representing Clinton County. Emily is an avid
reader, and we are pleased that she has agreed to stay with the library as a
regular volunteer and as our chairperson for collection development. We
have lots of empty new shelves to fill, and Emily will surely fill them with
interesting and entertaining reading for all ages.
Continued on the next page

Don’t forget the CEFLS blog, called
“Booktrucking.” The address is http://
booktrucking.wordpress.com. Using our
blog, we try to entertain and inform you
in all things library-related. Please feel
free to leave comments and make
suggestions.
– Elizabeth Rogers, CEFLS
ALA distributes a free newsletter that
is full of useful information and links that I
think you can use. You can sign up at this
link: http://
americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect
The 10/24/12 issue has an article about
the new American Libraries Live video
chat. There are many useful chats coming
up that I have seen questions about on our
listserve recently such as:
 Feb. 14: Mobile Services: The Library
in Your Pocket
 March 14: Library Safety and
Security
 April 11: The Present and Future of
Ebooks
 May 9: Library Learning Goes Online
 June 6: New Technologies in Library
Equipment
---Jane Bouchard, Schroon Lake

VOLUME

14,

ISSUE

3

Review Media – Reliable Online
Favorites Meet a
New Blog
There are several free
sites that are useful in
keeping up with book
reviews, bestseller lists,
etc. We’re all familiar with Amazon’s
reviews of products and books, written by
users. In addition, there is the New York
Times’ Sunday book review section. This
can be read online, and includes the
bestseller lists for the week (for print as
well as e-book versions). Their address is
http://www.nytimes.com. The book
reviews come out on Fridays, so you can
get a jump on print subscribers.
Another good library review site is
Kirkus Reviews. This is a valuable source
of reviews, but the print version is very
expensive. The online version doesn’t
contain the complete reviews that are
included in the print version, but there are
plenty of special online features that are
helpful to anyone looking for information
on what’s being published. Their address
is http://www.kirkusreviews.com
Library Journal is another standard
source of reviews. Like Kirkus, their
website has excerpts from their published
reviews, but there is much more here. Their
“Prepub Alert” is a valuable resource for
helping you keep a step or two ahead of
your patrons. The address is http://
www.libraryjournal.com. For additional
reviews, including juvenile and young adult
materials, there is School library journal, at
http://www.slj.com.
A blog dedicated to reviewing “indie”
publications can be found at: http://
www.freebookreviews.blogspot.com
Authors and reviewers are encouraged to
post to this blog. You’ll find plenty of
lesser-known titles here that will perhaps
cater to more esoteric readers.
--Elizabeth Rogers, CEFLS
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More from Chazy:

The Chazy Public library is on Facebook now! Community
members have been joining at an exciting rate to keep up with what’s
happening at the library. Facebook administrator Angela Swan uses the
page to supplement the blog George Brendler maintains on our web
site. Fans can count on regular updates with news about rotating art
exhibits, story hours, events, raffle winners and pictures taken around
the community. It’s a great way to stay plugged in to the library – and a
great way to introduce new services like e-books at CEFLS and the
System’s Interlibrary Loan services. Fans of all ages are following us.
Even CEF’s Ewa and Betsy pop in with a “Like” click now and then.
---Angela Swan, Trustee, Chazy Public Library
George Brendler poses with his son,
John, in front of the newly dedicated
Brendler Board Room. Both men are
active volunteers at the new Chazy
Public Library.

Summer Reading by the
Numbers
The CEF Library System’s 2012
Summer Reading LSTA project was
supported a well rounded menu of
Collaborative Summer Learning Program
themed activities for teen and juvenile readers throughout our service
area. “Dream Big, Read!” and “Own the Night” materials and
activities targeted children, teens and parents through 19 mini-grant
initiatives at eighteen libraries in the CEFLS service area. A round up
of the numbers reveals that:









Eighteen member libraries used the CSLP “Dream Big Read”
theme
Seven libraries used the CSLP “Own the Night” theme for
teens.
814 children registered system wide and 72 teens registered
system wide.
130 children read a total of 94,380 minutes system wide and 11
teens e read a total of 11,880 minutes in reporting libraries
around the system.
Children throughout the system who recorded by number of
books read, read a total of 7,274 books; 57 teens who recorded
by number of books read enjoyed a total of 665 books.
Four hundred fifty seven (457) programs were offered to
library staff members, parents/caregivers, children and teens
system wide. Attendance at these programs totaled 6,206
people.

As the leaves swirl and days shorten, young readers are now
cozying up with good books courtesy of their local library.

Page 6

TRAILBLAZER

Essex County News
Schroon Lake Public Library
EReaders at the Library – Nooks and Kindles
With a generous grant from the Charles R. Wood
Foundation, we were able to purchase eReaders for our patrons
to enjoy. Our two Nook Colors and two Kindle Fires circulate
for two weeks and are preloaded with a wide variety of books,
magazines, and movies from all different genres. Having the
Nooks and Kindles at the library has been wonderful for
patrons; it has let them try out the new technology without
committing to purchasing one. Our seniors especially enjoy
them since they can increase the font size and they find them
easier to hold than a hardbound book. Staff have also enjoyed
having the devices on-hand, it has helped make them eReader
experts, better equipped to assist patrons when they have
questions about their devices.
Drop in Craft Classes for Kids
Our winter crafts for kids program is back by popular
demand. Children can stop by the library any Saturday between
11:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to warm up and enjoy a hands-on arts
and crafts project. Each week we offer a different theme. The
program is free and will continue all winter.
Saying Goodbye to a Longtime Board Member
Charlotte C. Rowe, 96, passed away on 7/22/12. Charlotte
was one of the original town members that started our first
Schroon Lake Library. She, along with John and Georgiana
Martin, set up the first library in the old Leland House.
Charlotte was the first President of the Library Board, and held
the first board meeting on November 28, 1978. Charlotte was
part of the group that wrote for a grant that enabled the library
to be part of the Schroon Lake Town Hall that was built in
1979. Charlotte was the Schroon Lake Senior Citizen of the
year in 2003. She will be missed by all of us at the library.
Adult Art Classes: Watercolor Painting for adults 55+
In September we started offering an eight week watercolor
painting class for adults 55+. Classes are held from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. every Thursday and ran through November 8. A
public reception and art exhibit was held as the culminating
event on Friday, November 9 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. During
this extensive course, participants learned all aspects of
watercolor painting, from creating a portfolio, to getting their
artwork ready for a show. Each week students focused on a
different theme. Participants learned about mixing colors, color
temperatures, how to design their painting, how to get the
creative juices flowing, how to manipulate paint and much,
much more.
Continued at the top

More from Schroon Lake
This program has been very successful in our library,
all spaces are currently filled. This program is sponsored by
“Creative Again in N.Y. State Libraries, and is made possible
by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library
Services with additional support from the Helen Andrus
Benedict Foundation.
Fun and Games
On Saturday, November 3, we joined thousands
of libraries around the world to celebrate
International Games Day @ Your Library. Our
theme, Unplug and Play, gave families an opportunity to
get out of the house and play together. Our library has
purchased many traditional board games such as chess,
checkers and Candyland plus some more recently
released popular board games such as Blokus, Ticket
to Ride, Apples to Apples, and many more, for
participants to enjoy. Staff were on hand to teach
some of the newer games and snacks and punch
wereavailable throughout the day.
Saturday Movies @ the Library
During the winter months we will be offering
weekly movies at our library. With a generous
donation from the Glenn and Carol Pearsall
Foundation, we will be able to purchase new release
DVDs and show them in our meeting room on our
brand new nine foot screen. Movies for children will
be shown on Saturday afternoons and movies for
adults/teens will be held on Saturday evenings at 7:00
p.m. Attendance at the movies is free and, best of all,
our staff supplies the popcorn for the children’s
movie! This program would not have been possible
without the support of the Friends of the Library who
write the grants for our wonderful programs.
----Jane Bouchard, Director
“But there is always a November

space after the leaves have fallen
when she felt it was almost
indecent to intrude on the woods…
For their glory terrestrial had
departed and their glory celestial
of spirit and purity and whiteness had not
yet come upon them.”
― L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Windy

Poplars
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More Essex County News

Belden Noble Memorial Library,
Essex
We are automated!
We became an automated library in August
and are very pleased to have made the
transition! Being automated makes us feel
much more connected to the CEF library
community, and we are finding it so much
easier to keep track of books. Most
importantly, our patrons are realizing the
benefits of automation.
Grants Received
We have received two grants this year. The
Honeybee Community Foundation
provided a grant to support our automation
project. We are using these funds to
purchase barcodes, library cards, and new
computer tables and chairs. The Essex
Community Fund provided a grant in
support of our Façade of the Library
Improvement Project (FLIP), which is
intended to improve access to the library,
increase energy-efficiency, and enhance the
appearance of our building. We are using
these funds to purchase a new front
doorway and window coverings and to
replace a broken slab of concrete at our
entrance.
Upcoming Events
Steven Kellogg, the renowned illustrator
and author of children’s books will read A
Christmas Memory by Truman Capote on
Saturday, December 1. On that day, we will
also hold a silent auction featuring at least
twelve items donated by our patrons and
local businesses. We are really looking
forward to this event!
We have established a program
committee to plan our 2013 events. Many
good ideas are percolating and we plan to
provide a wide variety of programs in the
new year. Stay tuned!
-Tom Mangano - Director
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Keene Valley Library Association
As we look back on summer we realize the gift of abundance we
once again received – an abundance of friends, warm weather, of
generosity, of wonderful programs. We have waved good bye to all
of our summer visitors and settle in once again to regular hours and
that the tasks that keep our library operational all year. We are
weeding collections, sending out the appeal letter, collaborating with
our local school, buying and processing books and planning
construction and building maintenance projects.
Keene Valley Library archivist Nina Allen has been digitizing the
photos housed in our archives. There are 6,000 photos, most of
which are now stored in digital format as well as on the shelves of
our archival room. She is working with NNYLN to upload many of
the photos to the New York State Heritage Organization. The
photos and information about each one can be found at
www.newyorkheritage.org/keene.php.
We have submitted an application for Public Library
Construction funds 2013 for several small but key improvements to
the library. With funding help, we expect to upgrade the electrical
wiring and outlets throughout the library which will result in better
computer connectivity, install heating and dehumidifying units in
the basement areas for increased user comfort, address the issues of
rain and hurricane weather damage on the building exterior,
including the ramp, and build and equip a computer and printer for
our Archives Room. We have applied to the ACT for matching
help with the technology piece of this grant.
On Sunday, November 11, Jay Entertainment and Music Society
(JEMS) presented Piedmont Blues and
ragtime guitar virtuoso and master
storyteller Roy Bookbinder. The
program was held at the Amos and Julia
Ward Theater in Jay. Roy also presented
a free workshop at our library before the
concert to the delight of guitar players,
storytellers and the general public.
Listening to him was like listening to
history – it was a rare privilege to have
him in this area.
We are continuing to collaborate with Keene Central School to
offer students a library education program. The focus of the
program is to encourage students to understand the system in the
library in order to find the resources they need for success, and to
enjoy reading. Topics of interest and study are explored, reading
genres and authors are introduced and students are encouraged to
explore and expand their reading interests as they grow. Some
students have learned to enjoy the library so much that they
volunteer weekly as helpers. Funding for the library education
program comes from a private grant foundation.
- Karen Glass, Director
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Essex County continues...
Wells Memorial Library, Upper Jay
On Friday evening, October 5, Upper Jay resident Jeanne
Nichols opened her home for an Open House to benefit the
library. This charming event was well-attended and greatly
enjoyed. We are grateful to Jeanne for her munificent hospitality!
Thanks to a generous grant from the Pitney Bowes Foundation,
we received a $3,500 check from the American Library
Association to assist in recovering from last year’s flooding.
Our November-December
art exhibit is “A Shift in
Perspective: Photography
Exhibit by Natalie Woods,”
with an artist reception on
Sunday, November 18 from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. In
September and October Mark Ellis exhibited “Upper Jay in
Earlier Years: Images Reconstructed From Early 20th Century
Photographs.” January and February 2013 will feature drawings
from a 10-week class for adults 55+ offered this fall on
Observational Drawing. The library received a $2,475 grant from
the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Helen
Andrus Benedict Foundation to present this Creative Aging
workshop, taught by local artist Grace Potthast. The grant is
administered in partnership with Westchester Library System,
Lifetime Arts Inc. and American Library Association’s Public
Programs Office, and provides all fees and supplies for the class.
The CEF Library System was selected to be the rural library
partner in this collaborative project and is facilitating local library
participation. A reception to celebrate the artists and their
drawings will be held on Sunday, January 6, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Julie Robinson Robards continues her Music Appreciation for
children aged three to six on the first Saturday of the month, from
10:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Last month Julie rocked the place with
19 children and adults moving and singing and laughing. Quilters
Gathering meets the third Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m.
A Holiday Sale of new and gently used decorations and gift
items begins Saturday, November 24 and will continue until
December 22 during library hours
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 .m.
--Karen Rappaport, Director
Board of Trustees President MarieAnne Azar-Ward (left) and Jeanne
Nichols
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New York Library Trustees Online
(NYLTO) Website Open for Business
The new LSTA grant funded web site that
was created to foster communication and
sharing of information between public library
trustees and directors is available and being
used. Over 600 trustees and staff from eight
library systems in New York are registered (50
from CEFLS). The site offers several types of
valuable resources for registered users:
1. A forum area where users can post
questions and topics for discussion. Some
recent topics have included strategic plans,
programs for seniors, and evaluation of the
library director. Each registered user of the
site receives an email digest of any
discussion that takes place.
2. An area with reference documents, such
as Handbook for Library Trustees of New
York State, 2010 Edition; New York Library
Laws and Regulations; Advocating for New
York Public Libraries; Libraries and Change
and Trustee Associations
3. A Policy Section, which will be
developed over the next few months.
It offers a guided process for creating
or revising particular library policies,
and a recommended template. The
policies addressed include:
October: Meeting Room Policy
November: Privacy and
Confidentiality of Patron Records
January: Unattended Children Policy
February: Customer Behavior
March: Reconsideration of Library
Materials Policy
If you would like to receive information
on how to register for this resource, please
contact Betsy Brooks at brooksb@cefls.org.
~Betsy Brooks, CEFLS
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Essex County news continues

Westport Library Association
As another summer comes to an end and the leaves gradually
begin to turn, the mood in the Westport Library also undergoes
some changes. As the summer busyness fades, the town seems to
enter a more contemplative and reflective time. Library patrons
who are lucky enough to stay in Westport year round can start
planning their reading for the upcoming winter and look forward
to spending time next to the fireplace with a good book (without
even having to leave the library).
It is also the time when we
look forward to some of our fall
traditions here at the Westport
Library. Once school is back in
session we know it won’t be
long before the newest group of
first graders at Westport Central
School will be making their way here. The students are read a
story by local author Sheri Amsel, receive an autographed copy of
her book, “A Wetland Walk”, and are issued new library cards.
This year’s students had a wonderful time and were some of the
best behaved patrons to come through the doors since last year’s
first graders were here!
In October the Westport Library hosted another entertaining
music program, this time featuring the talented singer Alisa
Endsley and pianist Russell Ames. A good sized crowd turned out
to gather around the library’s piano and enjoy the music.
With the holidays quickly approaching, our Holiday Party
planning committee gathered in the library to plan this year’s
event. The party took place on Saturday, November 17, right here
at the library. The ever-popular Silent Auction was at the center of
activities along with plenty of refreshments, a crackling fire and
good conversation. On December 16 we will again be featuring
the musical stylings of vocal group ‘Ya Got Treble.’
-Dan van Olpen, Director

More from Paine Memorial
From December 3 to 23 we will hold our
Holiday Sale. Local vendors will have hand
crafted gift items available for your shopping
pleasure. We're open Monday through Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Wednesday evening until
7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
We now feature music jam sessions at the
library. On Sunday mornings at 10:00 we are open
to all music lovers. Bring your instrument or your
voice and jam with like minded people. On two
Thursday evenings a month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. we are open for jamming. Call the library at
518-963-4478 to get on the e-mail tree so you can
receive notifications of dates and times for future
jam sessions. It's been wonderful hearing the
harmonious sounds of voice, banjo, guitar, base,
mandolin and juice harp.
--Cheryl Blanchard, Director

AuSable Forks Free Library
We have a monthly story time for our local
three kindergarten classes on the first Tuesday of
the month at 12:15 p.m. Members of the
community will be the story tellers. My goal is to
introduce classic fairy tales to young children.
There are a lot of hilarious satires on the original
tales and the only way kids are going to appreciate
them is if they are familiar the originals.

The friends of the library have been busy fundraising over the
summer months and have given the library $500.00 to use towards
a new printer. Thanks Friends!

October’s guest reader was Brittany Garrow, a
longtime volunteer and storyteller. In November,
the Featured Fairytale of the Month is Jack and
the Beanstalk and the theme is Courage. Our
guest story teller will be Town Supervisor Randall
T. Douglas. The books he will read are: Jack and
the Beanstalk by Richard Walker and Niamh
Sharkey, Jack and the Baked-Bean Stalk by Colin
Stimpson, and Library Lion by Michelle Knudsen.
In December, Karen Glass is coming to tell
Christmas, Solstice and Harvest stories.

-cont. at top of page

-Maria Goulet, Director

Paine Memorial Free Library
On Friday afternoon, November 16, Connor Steeves
demonstrated Nooks and Kindles. More people are asking for
help to download the free e-books available in the catalog and we
appreciate his expertise.
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Lake Placid News cont.

Lake Placid Public Library

OverDrive Use
Linda Blair, who runs the front desk, reports that
many people who have e-readers still like to come in and
check out the latest books, but she has not had a lot of
feedback from people downloading from OverDrive.
That we have not been getting calls from people having
downloading problems is being taken as an encouraging
sign that the system is working.

The summer people have left, and the hectic pace of July
and August is lessening, but the Lake Placid Public Library
is still busy each day with an on-going stream of fall tourists.
It is always heartwarming to have people come in to look
over our buildings and collections simply because they like
libraries and can’t pass by without stopping. Visitors often
work at libraries themselves and, like visiting firemen, come
in to say hello and see how things are done here.
Like just about all public libraries today, the Lake Placid
Public Library depends on its volunteers who bring a variety
of talents to their weekly un-paid stints. They work the desk,
dust and rearrange shelves, clean and repair books,
catalogue, sort and label books for our year-round sale,
update computer files, and help with fund raising
accounting. To show appreciation for these invaluable
efforts, the LPPL board of trustees hosts our eight
volunteers at a luncheon each October. Employees are
included, and it is the only opportunity of the year for
everyone associated with the library to gather in one place.
“Besides being a lot of fun, it’s a chance for the board to get
to know our volunteers and staff better,” says Trustee
President Beverley Reid “We are so grateful to these people
who come each week to take care of things that staff have a
hard time getting to. It makes their jobs a little easier and
our library a better place.”
Working with the Historical Society
The LPPL stores archives belonging to North Elba
Historical Society which does not have a climate-controlled
spot for them. The system works well for people looking to
do research, especially since our board president Bev Reid is
also the North Elba Town Historian.
Not long ago, the historical society acquired thousands
of old glass plate negatives dating back a century or more.
The conundrum was where to store them. The answer came
in an old storage room annexed to the back of the LPPL
nonfiction building. It was not in the best of shape and
hardly climate-controlled, however, with numerous
problems including wide cracks of daylight showing between
walls and window sashes.
LPPL applied for a Public Library Construction grant,
and construction to make the room suitable for archive
storage began a couple weeks ago. The historical society
recently held a gathering of older, long-time residents at the
library to see if they could identify some of the people and
places on the plates.

We have had occasional patron questions about why
many of the latest best sellers are not available through
OverDrive and a few who have used the service have
expressed surprise that they still have to wait in line for
available copies of popular titles. People are usually
understanding about the current limitations. Now that it
is possible to join the New York City Public Library
without going there in person, some of our readers are
tapping into that ebook source as well.
Genealogy Classes
Our Genealogy classes filled so fast that we had to
soft pedal publicity. Unfortunately, our instructor Paul
Reese, has returned to New York for the winter. His allencompassing knowledge, enthusiasm and willingness to
work one-on-one with participants were incredible. We
are very indebted to him for coming from Westport to
teach. Please, if anyone knows of someone who could
teach genealogy searching, we would like to hear of
them.
Local School Art Show
We are still working to utilize our small gallery,
named for local artist Guy Brewster Hughes. Mountain
Lake Academy of Lake Placid is currently displaying
works by students ranging from 12 to 18. The Academy
has a culinary arts program which provided an
impressive variety of finger foods for the well-attended
opening in early October.
Coming up in mid-November and staying until midJanuary, will be a showing of nature photographs by Carl
Rubino, who recently was selected for the Adirondack
Juried Art Show at the Lake Placid Center for the Arts.
Following his exhibit will be an exciting young artist,
Melissa Hood Johnson, who has a unique perspective on
the Adirondacks which she expresses with acrylics and
markers.
We are hoping to arrive at a year ‘round regional mix
of school, amateur and professional artists displaying
either individually or in group shows.
--Lisa Forrest, Lake Placid Public Library
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Videoconferencing Coming
Soon To a Library Near You!
Through CEFLS’s BTOP grant, we
have been able to purchase
videoconferencing equipment to allow
interactive, high-definition meetings and events
between several locations. The libraries in Schroon
Lake, Malone and Saranac Lake have agreed
(pending some details) to host the equipment, which
will be able to connect with a videoconferencing
“bridge” at CEFLS, or with other schools, libraries or
individuals who have similar equipment, or via Skype.
We are waiting for some carts and flat screen TVs
to arrive, but the equipment should be in place by the
end of the year, perhaps sooner. I’m crossing my
fingers that it might be available before the CEFCAT
meeting on December 5, and we could give it a try to
save some wintry travel! Library staff near one of the
"nodes" could drive there to participate.
Coincidentally, the Akwesasne Library has also
had videoconferencing equipment installed in their
new computer lab. We had a successful test between
CEFLS and Akwesasne a couple of weeks ago. It was
fun to be able to control each other’s cameras and see
and hear each other clearly. Stay tuned for the
opportunity to have a virtual meeting!

E.M. Cooper Memorial Public Library,
Wilmington
After a busy summer, we are taking a much needed
breather before things pick up again.
We recently held a “Slash your Trash” Composting
Class hosted by our board member Gail Mitchell.
Participants watched a video, discussed compost bin
construction,
composting problems, and played with
the Red Wiggler worms that Gail brought in. They were
a huge hit!
We are looking forward to our Friends Annual
Cookies by the Pound sale on December 8. This much
anticipated sale in our community has our “friends”
baking like crazy prior to this event. This year we are
having a raffle for a 3rd generation 32 GB iPad. Tickets
are 1 for $5, 5 for $20 or 10 for $35.
-Samantha Baer, Director
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Sherman Free Library, Port Henry
Many children enjoyed the “Dream Big, Read” reading
program at the library this summer. We hosted a juggler as
an end of season treat. Everyone enjoyed his act, which
included audience members.
We have completed a successful annual appeal. The
community is very supportive of the library and we
appreciate their continued generosity.
We received a donation of twenty eight children's books
from the Libri Foundation. One of our generous patrons
gave a donation to the library and agreed to have it used as
the match for the Libri Foundation. This donation
almost doubled the number of new children's books for the
library this year. The Libri Foundation provides books to
rural libraries. They match local donations 2-1 and we got
the chance to select the books we want for our collection
from a list that is provided.
-Jackie Viestenz, Director

Tech Friday in December
We will be offering a session on
“Creating and Maintaining a
Library Website” on Friday,
December 7, at CEFLS from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. The program will be an
overview of different methods of
creating a website, such as Weebly, Wordpress, Drupal,
Joomla, and programs such as Dreamweaver, or hiring
a website designer. If your library doesn’t yet have a
web site, we’ll try to determine the best fit for your time,
expertise and budget. If your library does have a web
site, you may want to change methods to make maintaining it easier.
Please RSVP for the workshop by emailing Betsy
Brooks at brooksb@cefls.org. Trustees and staff are
welcome. Depending on interest, we may schedule more
detailed sessions on some of the methods above after
this workshop.
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Franklin County News
Akwesasne
Library,
Hogansburg
This fall the
library has three
programs for
children. Baby Book
Worms meets
Tuesday mornings for one hour for children from
young infants to pre-school age. It is a program to
foster a love of reading through books, crafts and
other activities with consistency, repetition and
structure. This program is sponsored by the newest
Akwesasne Library staff member, Ashley Martin and
includes story time followed by an activity and a
snack. On Wednesday mornings a similar pre-school
program called Beginning with Books targets infant
through preschool children. The program is
sponsored by the staff of St. Regis Mohawk School,
and also includes a story time followed by an activity
and a snack.
On Thursday afternoons, two St. Lawrence
University students provide an hour of reading fun
and activities with the Branching Out with Books
program. The program targets 4th through 6th grade
students from the surrounding school districts. The
goal is to experience reading in a fun and enjoyable
manner that fosters and encourages the development
of literacy skills. They are utilizing the SMART
Board for activities and students in the program this
semester will write their own book.
The Akwesasne Library was the recipient of a
computer lab from the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe
in the spring consisting of twelve Dell desktop
computers and a laser printer. Recently, a SMART
Board and video conferencing equipment have been
added to the library’s technology center.
-Glory Cole, Director

Wead Library, Malone
It’s the time of year when there’s a chill in the air, the wind
moans, and the leaves rattle as you walk up the sidewalk in the
dusk. It’s a perfect time for some ghost stories that send a
chill up your spine! The Wead Library hosted a talk by Mary
Lajoie, a paranormal investigator, on Wednesday evening,
October 24. Mary has been a ghost hunter for 29 years, and
shared stories from her experiences in the North Country.
Mary’s interest was piqued by occurrences in her childhood
home, and she continues to be interested in local hauntings.
She currently runs a ghost walk business called “The Shadows
of Ogdensburg Ghost Tours”. Her presentation included true
tales from her investigations, and a question and answer
period for interested audience members. The program was
free and pretty spooky!
The library’s regular story hours began in October, and will
continue through December 20. Story hours are Tuesday
nights at 6:30 p.m. for three to five year olds, Wednesday
mornings at 11:00 a.m. for three to five year olds, and
Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m. for children aged three and
under. All programs are free, and include stories, songs, and
activities.
The Wead Library teen advisory board held its first
meeting of the year on October 13. Cathy Bonville presented
some relaxation techniques for busy teens at the first meeting.
The group’s members help with library projects, book sales,
children’s programs, and suggest new books for the library.
The “First Read Club” is getting quite a few participants. The
first person to read a new young adult book can write a short
review and recommendation, and get his or her name placed
in the book. The teen advisory board will also be decorating a
Christmas tree again this year for the Franklin County
Historical and Museum Society’s Christmas tea.
The library hosted a free Christmas ornament workshop
on Saturday, November 17, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Bunny
Pepin showed participants one ornament to make and take
home that day, and provided some fun ideas for future
projects.
--Sue Wool, Director

You’ll APPreciate this:
http://www.macrumors.com/2012/09/26/
dr-seuss-apps-can-now-record-parentsreading-books-aloud/
This cool app lets parents (and
grandparents like me!) record books!
- Judy Harris, NCCI
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Let’s Discuss!

Good Picks for Book Groups
People are always looking for
books that book groups will like.
Here is a list of potential book
group titles, courtesy of http://
www.bookmovement.com. I’ve also listed how
many of our CEFLS libraries own the titles. This
month we’ll look at fiction.
Laura Moriarty, The Chaperone (pub. 6/2012)—
set in New York City in 1922, about a starlet and
the summer that changed her life (available in 9
libraries)
David Ebershoff, The 19th Wife (pub. 2009)—
fictionalized account of polygamy told by one of
Brigham Young’s wives (available in 8 libraries)
Kathlee Grissom, The Kitchen House (pub. 2010)
—the story of an orphan raised by slaves on a
tobacco plantation (available in 7 libraries)
Amor Towles, Rules of Civility (pub. 2011)—the
story of a New York City secretary who becomes
a member of society’s elite, rated “Insightful,
interesting, dramatic.” (available in 13 libraries)
Rachel Joyce, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold
Fry (pub. 7/2012)—a retired Brit receives an
intriguing piece of mail one fateful day
(available in 8 libraries)
Rachel Simon, The Story of a Beautiful Girl (pub.
2/2012)—a haunting story of an unlikely couple
escaping from an institution (available in 9
libraries)
Eowyn Ivey, The Snow Child (pub. 2/2012)—The
story of a 1920 homesteading couple in Alaska
(available in 7 libraries)
Jess Walter, Beautiful Ruins (pub. 6/2012)—a
vision in white seen by a young Italian innkeeper
in 1962 changes his life (available in 10
libraries)

More from Franklin County...
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Saranac Lake Free Library
Merle Smith Honored: The library board of trustees honored
Merle Smith at its September 10 meeting, recognizing her 30 years
of volunteer service and adding her name to the Library Honor
Roll. Merle served a five-year term on the board of trustees during
the fund-raising for the 2002-2003 building addition and during
the construction. She has presented hundreds of story hour
programs, created numerous banners, and has kept the entrance
bulletin board up-to-date. Merle also comes in each week to
presort paperback books for the sales and is chair of the
paperback section for the winter and summer sales.
New Young Adult Section: A young adult section has recently
been added to the library. Popular authors in this section are
Suzanne Collins (The Hunger Games, John Green (Looking for
Alaska) and Stephanie Meyer (Twilight). While young adult books
are aimed primarily at middle and high school students, these
entertaining books appeal to a wide range of SLFL readers. The
YA section also includes non-fiction selections, such as Invincible
Microbe: TB and the Never-ending Search for a Cure (with photographs
and information from our Adirondack Research Room), Just Write:
Here’s How and Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different.
Library Lunch Series Begins: Our very popular Library Lunch
Series will resume on Thursday, November 1, with library
director Peter Benson presenting the kickoff program, “Role of
the Librarian in the Future: What I Will Do to Meet Those
Needs.” On November 15, Ralph Bennett will talk about
“Genealogy: A Path to Exciting Discoveries.” Everyone is invited
to come every other Thursday to the Thomas B. Cantwell
Community Room. Attendees bring their lunch and enjoy
homemade desserts and beverages provided by the library’s
Refreshments Committee. The programs will run through April.
Adult Reading Course Offered: Staff member Judy Oehler is
coordinating a group of library patrons auditing the Yale Open
Courseware class on Hemingway, Fitzgerald and Faulkner. This
group meets every other Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. to discuss the
books. More information on this group is available on the library
web site under “Activities.”
--Pat Wiley, Library
Assistant

Daisy Goodwin, The American Heiress (pub.
3/2012)—a novel about an American heiress in
the 1890s, reminiscent of Downton Abbey, rated
“Insightful, dramatic, informative.” (available in 7
libraries)
~Elizabeth Rogers—CEFLS

Library Director Peter Benson is shown with the library board of trustees
honoring Merle Smith, standing in front of the Library Honor Role perpetual
plaque.
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CEFLS Board and Staff members enjoy the Wild Center before their meeting on October 22.

