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          Web Sites the Easy Way 

 

 
     
 
      Some of you have asked for the easiest way to create a web site for the 
library – one that you can maintain yourself and make changes to.  I have 
struggled with this question because I know how to do web sites the old 
fashioned way, which is not as easy as it might be.   However, I think Wendy 
Terbeek has found a good, fairly easy alternative.  Take a look at the new 
Hammond Library web site at www.hammondlibrary.org  if you haven’t 
already.  It was created by going to a web site called www.freewebs.com , where 
you can create a web site using online tools.  Your site will be free if you allow 
advertising, but I would suggest following Wendy’s example and paying a yearly 
fee to eliminate ads.  I made a free web site to try it out, and the ads ranged from 
dating services to Huggies to Google.  
 
     The cost for no ads is about $15 per year, and for an additional $20 per year 
you can have your own domain name (with a discount for multiple years).  You 
can try it for free, then upgrade if you wish. 
 
     What’s great about this method is that you can easily add some interactive 
things to your site, for example a comment form that automatically emails you 
any comments people submit.  You can also add some ―widgets‖ such as a 
calendar, a counter, and a guestbook.  These are not as easy to do via the 
traditional web creation tools. 
 
     I recommend this method over using some of the ―Quick and Easy‖ web site 
creating software you can buy.  The best method for full creative control is still 
to learn a program such as Dreamweaver, or the new Microsoft Frontpage 
successor called Expression Web.  But I realize not everyone has the time or 
inclination for this kind of thing. 
 
-- Betsy Brooks, CEF 

 

 

We hope you take a look at the “Catch the Reading 
Bug” images that are featured throughout this issue! 
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Chazy Public Library 
  

     Chazy Library has brightened the corners where we are, 
and we are basking in our new lighting.  We updated 
fluorescent lights in our main room and installed beautiful 
new pendant light fixtures in the Children's Room.  What a 
difference it makes!  The new lights are more energy efficient, 
so hope we'll see a difference in our electric bill also. 
 

     We're planning a Quadricentennial project which began 
with a request to the Town Historian to put up an historical 
marker commemorating The Twins Ferry at Chazy Landing 
that operated through the early 1900s.   The Sweet family, 
who operated the ferry, has been very involved with the 
Chazy library for generations, and the Friends of the Chazy 
Library have installed many historical markers around Chazy 
in the past.  When the historian asked the library if we would 
collaborate with him on this, it seemed like a natural fit.  As 
he shares his research with us, we are fascinated by the rich 
history of local lake transportation in the 1800s & 1900s. We 
are envisioning possible exhibits and programs on the 
subject, and hope our Friends of the Library will help us with 
ideas and funding.   
 

     I'm sure some of the enthusiasm we feel was inculcated by 
the inspiration of The Gates Foundation workshops at 
Sagamore! 
 

-- Francie Fairchild, Director 
      

 
Mooers Free Library 
 

     At Mooers Library we are looking forward to a good 
summer with lots of nice weather.  Our book sale is still 
going on and will end this month.  So far it has been very 
successful.  
 

      Our summer reading program is in the works and I hope 
to have some volunteers to help with it.  The Girl Scouts and 
Boy Scouts have just finished doing some lawn and outside 
work to make the building look nice.  They did a great 
job.  Our flowers will wait until the first week in June just to 
be sure the weather is warm enough. 
 

       I continue to love the Horizon automation system and 
find that many books in our collection are going out to other 
libraries, and our patrons are using the system a great deal.  I 
hope for another good and productive summer.  
 

--  Edie Morelock, Director  

Dodge Library, West Chazy 
 

     The Dodge Library in West Chazy is gearing up 
for another summer of reading programs. We will  
be participating in the "Catch the Reading Bug‖ 
program, as well the Take A Bite Out of Books 
competition. 
 

    We also plan to purchase two new computers for 
the public with Gate's Foundation Funds. Thanks to 
Stewart's, we will be able to purchase more juvenile 
DVDs, as well as the books required for TABOB. 
Also, thanks to Senator Betty Little, we will be able 
to start the automation process. Elizabeth Rogers 
from CEF will help us weed the adult collection. 
Earlier this month, I met with Betsy Brooks about 
automation and she answered my numerous 
questions and provided me with an automation 
binder. We are so lucky to have such wonderful help 
from CEF. Sharon Bandhold, from Plattsburgh 
Public Library has also helped me with questions on 
children's programming and grant research.  
 

     Our web site is up and running and can be found 
at http://www.nnyln.org/dodgewestchazy. Norman 
Taber and his class are going to work on further 
improvements to the web site. I have also planted 
some perennials and put up a small garden fence at 
our library. I hope that the flowers grow well! 
 

-- Larry Hahn, Director 

 Recent School District Votes Yield Results  
 for Libraries 
 
   Congratulations to the following libraries that will 
reap the benefits of successful school district votes 
as of May 20, 2008: 
 
Chazy Public Library (Chazy school district) 
 received $19,100 
 
Champlain Memorial Library (Northeastern  
Clinton school district) received $8,000 
 
Mooers Free Library (Northeastern Clinton) 
 received $8,000 
 
Dodge Memorial Library, Rouses Point 
(Northeastern Clinton) received $8,000 
 
Saranac Lake Free Library (Saranac Lake school  
district) received $126,336. 

http://www.nnyln.org/dodgewestchazy


Champlain Memorial Library 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     We all know that having enough book shelf space is a constant battle 
for most small town libraries and the Champlain Memorial Library is no 
different.  The purchase of new book cases was being discussed 
between the director and the board when a young gentleman came into 
the library and said that he would like to do something nice for Dr. 
John Southwick who has been a member of the library board for 40 
plus years.  Stephen Meier is a resident of Champlain and is employed 
by the Champlain Telephone Company.  One of Stephen’s many 
hobbies is wood working.  Stephen offered to build two double sided 
bookcases for the library using wood that was planed from a dead oak 
tree from Dr. Southwick’s property.  The bookcases are absolutely 
beautiful and are being admired by everyone who enters the library.     
 
     With summer fast approaching we at the Champlain Memorial 
Library are getting ready for the Summer Reading Program and our 
TABOB team is hard at work reading the six books chosen for the 
competition.  The Cougar team has three returning members from the 
previous year, two of whom have returned now for their third year!    
 
-- Alison Mandeville, Director 

 Minding Your 
Own Business 

 

    Here’s a great web 
site from the Small 
Business Administration 
that offers good help 
for people starting, or 
who already have, their 

own business.  You might want to pass 
this on to your patrons, or bookmark it 
for future use.  I know I can use the 
information for some of the requests we 
get at CEF. 
 
Small Business Administration: Free 
Online Courses 
 
     This is a collection of online tutorials 
for small businesses.  ―In general, the 
courses are all self-paced and should take 
about 30 minutes to complete.  Most of 
the courses require a brief online 
registration.‖  Topics include planning, 
management, finance and accounting, 
marketing and advertising, government 
contracting, risk management and cyber 
security, e-commerce, international trade, 
federal tax training, and retirement.  Some 
material is available in Spanish.  From the 
U.S. Small Business Administration. 
http://www.sba.gov/services/
training/onlinecourses/ 
 

-- Elizabeth Rogers, CEF 
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Clinton County continued... 

    Grant Funding Watch 
 

    Information about the $14 million Public Library Construction and annual $800,000      
Construction State Aid programs is now available on the NY State Library’s web site at 

www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev  The deadline for libraries to submit applications to CEF is     
 Friday, August 15. 
 
    The state library web site lists funding guidelines, all required narrative and financial forms and  
complete instructions for public library applicants.  We encourage you to start soon if you are    
interested in applying for these funds, and to call Julie at 563-5190 x 18 with any questions. 

http://www.sba.gov/services/training/onlinecourses/
http://www.sba.gov/services/training/onlinecourses/


AuSable Forks Free Library 
 
     A 55 Alive AARP Defensive Driving course will be 
given at AuSable Forks Free Library July 14 and 15 from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The course must be attended both 
days and has a cost of $10 a person. Checks can be made 
out to AARP.  
 
     Frogs, Bugs, and Animals Oh My!  AuSable Forks 
Free Library will be crawling with bugs and animals on July 
15 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Bugs and baby animals will 
be available for holding following the "Welcome to Wildlife" 
show.  
 
     Did you ever wonder who first came to AuSable Forks 
and why? or how the Graves Mansion was built? Those 
questions and more will be answered at AuSable Forks First 
Annual History Month. AuSable Forks Free Library will 
host talks and a walking tour with Sharron Hewston on 
August 2, 9, and 16 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. A Walk-
About will end the month on the August 23, with a 
progressive dinner at locations throughout the hamlet. The 
evening will end with a movie or board games for the 
children while the adults can catch a movie at the 
Hollywood Theater. Watch for more information over the 
next few months.  
 
-- Carol Osborne, Director 
 
 

Lake Placid Public Library 
 

     The Lake Placid Film Forum 2008 will present a free 
event open to the public that features two of our country's 
great authors, Richard Russo and William Kennedy, among 
others. The panel will be moderated by Russell Banks. The 
topic is "What's the Story?"  
  
     The event will be presented from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 am 
on Saturday, June 14th at the Lake Placid Center for the 
Arts (LPCA).  There will be a book signing at 12:00 noon, 
featuring Russell Banks, William Kennedy and Richard 
Russo.  
  
     Mr. Russo has written two novels that have been 
transferred to the screen,  Nobody's Foo land Empire Falls. Mr. 
Kennedy's Ironweed made the transfer as well. Russell Banks 
has had two novels transferred to the screen, Affliction and 
The Sweet Hereafter.  To find out more about the Film Forum 
log on to www.lakeplacidfilmforum.com 
 

 -- Patricia Perez, Lake Placid Public Library 
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News From Essex County 

Put Your Mold on 
Hold: 
CE Session to be Held 
June 13 
 
     Is one of the outstanding features of 
your library a damp basement and do you 
house materials or entertain children there? 
Do you suspect that ―must‖ and ―mold‖ have 
infiltrated your collection or do you wish to 
prevent this from happening?  If you 
answered ―yes‖ to any of these questions, 
mark your calendar and plan to join us on 
Friday, June 13.  Michele Brown, Cornell 
University Book Conservator, will lead a 
workshop that is suitable for all those 
concerned with the results of mold and the 
damage it can cause to library collections 
and to the health of staff and patrons. 
 
     During this session, Michele will cover all 
issues relating to identifying and 
responding to mold infested library 
materials, with an emphasis on prevention 
and basic ―remedial treatments‖. Special 
emphasis will be placed on health risks and 
the need for protective clothing when 
dealing with mold, and lots of concrete, ―do
-able‖ solutions to mold will be presented.  
Electronic and printed resources will be 
described and available at this session.  
This workshop is made possible in part 
with funds from the Northern New York 
Library Network’s “CE Assist – Training 
on Demand” program. 
 
     To register, or for further information, 
please contact Susan Rohde at CEF by 
telephone 563-5190 x 10 or email: 
rohde@cefls.org. 

 

http://www.lakeplacidfilmforum.com
mailto:rohde@cefls.org


Essex County continued... 

Wells Memorial Library, Upper Jay 
 
     The Writers Collective celebrated National Poetry 
Month with an "open mike" poetry reading on April 
15.  This Spring Haiku was contributed by board president 
Marie-Anne Azar Ward:  
 
 Three seasons at once, 
 new grass, old ice and fresh mud 
 together at last 
 
     The Writers Collective meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of each month and is open to all. 
 
      Award-winning artist Amy Fennelly exhibited her 
intriguing and delightful collages in March and April.  The 
Quilters' Gathering, which meets monthly in the 
library, will exhibit their work in May and June. 
  
     On May 14, we welcomed Caperton Tissot, author of 
the 2007 book History Between the Lines: Women's Lives and 
Saranac Lake Customs for a Tea & Talk program.  Caper 
talked about the importance of oral histories and how to go 
about recording and producing them.  Last month's Tea & 
Talk, "Remembering Madella," was well attended. 
 Madella Buck, our first librarian, served many generations 
over her 60 years of service, and some are still around to 
talk about it.  In conjunction with Father's Day, the June 11 
topic will be "Oh My  Pa-pa," recollections of our 
fathers.  Programs start at 1:00 p.m. and refreshments are 
served. 
 
- Karen Rappaport, Director 
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Plattsburgh Public 
Library Now Offers  
Premier Research & Reference Tool! 
 

      Plattsburgh Public Library is pleased to 
announce that it now offers PPL  cardholders  
real-time access to in-depth information on 14 
million businesses and 210 million consumers via 
Reference USA. People can search the internet, but 
the information found might be inaccurate.  
ReferenceUSA is updated on a constant basis and 
easy to search.   
 
      The consumer information in ReferenceUSA is 
gathered primarily from telephone white pages.  
Patrons will appreciate it for planning family 
reunions and weddings, organizing class reunions, 
finding neighbors or long-lost friends.   
 
       The business information is gathered from a 
variety of reliable sources, such as yellow and white 
pages, annual reports, 10-Ks, government data, 
business magazines, top newspapers, and the U.S. 
Census Bureau.  In fact, 22 million phone calls are 
placed annually to businesses to verify the accuracy 
of data!  And, the Wall Street Journal, in its August 
29, 2006, issue, proclaimed Reference USA                    
to be a ―powerful market-research tool‖ crucial to 
small business. ReferenceUSA’s business module is 
perfect for people conducting job searches, locating 
out-of-town companies, tracking down addresses 
and phone numbers, conducting patent and market 
research, and much more!   
  
      ReferenceUSA is accessible at the Plattsburgh 
Public Library either by coming into the library or 
via http://www.plattsburghlib.org.  A PPL 
library card is all that is necessary for patrons   
to put this powerful, comprehensive and accurate 
information at their fingertips.   For more 
information, please contact Colleen Pelletier at  
(518) 563-0921.  For more information on 
ReferenceUSA, please contact 
www.LibraryUSA.com. 
 
 — Colleen Pelletier,  PPL  

Web Site Resources from “What’s The BIG Idea? 
 
    At her May 7 program, Vermont Center for the Book 
director Sally Anderson shared some best ―bug sites‖  
 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bugs/ 
 
http://www.buginfo.com 
 
http: wings.avkids.com/Curriculums/Insects 
 
http://www.marietta/edu/~biol/102/ecosystem. 
html#FoodChainsandWebs4 
 
- from What’s the BIG Idea, Incorporating Math and Science 
Into Your Summer Library Program. 
www.mothergooseprograms.org 

 



Essex County continured... 

Sherman Free Library, Port Henry 
 

     We are proud to announce that we are the recipients of a We the 
People: Created Equal book shelf from the American Library 
Association.  During the summer we will be encouraging our patrons to 
read all the books on the books shelf.  A small prize will be offered to 
anyone who does read them all.  In the fall we are planning to have a 
writing contest based on the books. 
  
     On Thursday nights during the month of July, children will be able 
to "Catch the Reading Bug".  We have two special programs 
planned.  Kerri Marsteller from the Wild Center will bring live insects 
and talk about insects in your backyard.  Nan Hoffman will conclude 
the sessions with her folk singing. 
  
     This summer we will be encouraging children to Be a Reading 
Champ.  Children in grades kindergarten through 6th grade will receive 
prizes for every four books they read.  A book is defined by the number 
of pages and the number increases with the grade level.  A grand prize 
will be given to the one who reads the most books during the summer. 
  
     We are looking forward to getting three new computers through the 
Online Opportunity Gates Grant.  One computer that we have now is 
very old and doesn't work most of the time; another one is 
borrowed.  This increased capacity of computers will help us meet the 
demand for this service at our library. 
 
     On June 26 Tim Breeyear, who is very knowledgeable about town 
history will present a program about the history of many buildings in 
the town. 
 
-- Jackie Viestenz, Director 

Grandma’s Shawl 
 

Grandma's shawl 
was woolen knit 

and lay warm  
upon her shoulders 

 
it shook when  

grandma laughed 
rose and fell 

when she would 
breathe 

 
and her hand  
would gently 
hold it when  

the tears would 
overflow 

 
it was 

that hand 
that held 
her rosary 

as each bead  
slipped through 

her fingers 
 

and 
when she 

closed her eyes 
and fell asleep 

 her rosary 
would lie 
upon her 

woolen shawl 
that lay 
  soft 

upon her 
shoulders 

 

-- original poem by Larry Hahn,  

Dodge Memorial Library, West Chazy 
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The Bookmobile crew in action: Debbie Crossley treated parents and 
children to candy and a tour of the bookmobile at the Bloomingdale  
School’s Parents’ Night on May 8.  - Bob Welch, photo 



Root for Readers 
on July 26! 
 
        Twelve teams from 
ten libraries will be 
competing in the Take a 
Bite Out of Books competition on 
Saturday, July 26 at the Champlain 
Mall.  Children in the fifth, sixth and 
seventh are busy studying six books and 
preparing to answer questions about them. 
 
       The TABOB program encourages 
children in these grades to read books that 
they wouldn't normally be exposed to.  The 
children enjoy competing against each other 
as they train, and also against teams from 
the other libraries.  Come join the fun on 
July 26 and see who is best at answering the 
questions. 
 
-- Jackie Viestenz 
 

Paine Memorial Library, Willsboro 
 

     We are headed for a busy summer. Below is our summer 
schedule: 

 
June 2 - 16 ART SHOW -  Rob Ivy & Lorna Hohn - Watercolors 
 
June 6  Pre School Storytime Parents’ Day Program 9:30 – 11:00 
 
June 13  Pre School Story Hour special trip and picnic lunch –  
  10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
June 18 – 7/1 ART SHOW – Pat Reynolds Paintings & Jim Friday  

                 Photography 

 

June 20  Library will present a Graduation Award to a WCS 
Senior at       at the High School Graduation 
 
June 23 Summer Reading Program starts at the Paine Library.  
 
June 27 Story Hour for ages 3-5.   9:30 – 11:00 AM.  
 
June 28  Paperback Book Sale 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
 
July 1 Raffle tickets go on sale for a Patricia Reynolds painting- 

proceeds to benefit the library 
 
July 2 Annual Meeting of the Paine Memorial Library – 3:30 PM 
 
July 3 - 21 ART SHOW  - Sean Dye & John Cullen – Paintings 
 
July 7 Summer Reading Program starts at Noblewood Beach.  
  
July 10 12th Annual Paine Memorial Golf Scramble in memory 

of Ellie Campbell held at the Willsboro Golf Course  -  
call to register. Rain date will be July 11 

 
July 23– 8/11 ART SHOW – Happy Marsh & Emilie McBride - 

Watercolors 
 
July 26 Willsboro Folk Craft Fair – 26th Annual  
 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, on Point Road 
 
Aug 8 Preview Book Sale held at the Library 5:00 -8:00 pm. 

Refreshments served 

 
Aug 9   Annual Used Book Sale held at the Library 
     9:00 to 2:00 pm by Friends of the Library 
 
Aug 13-27 ART SHOW  -  Alice Wand - Paintings & Dennis Kalma - 

Photography 
 
Aug 13-27 Remainder of the Used Books will be on sale daily  
 9:00 to 4:00 PM in the library basement area. Prices 

reduced 
Aug 29  CLOSED FOR CARPET CLEANING. 
 
All Art Exhibits are on the main floor of the Library and are open daily 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday and Wednesday evening 

until 7:00 PM.  Open Saturday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

More from Essex County... 
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NYS Talking Book and Braille Library 
 

     Do you have a patron who used to    
enjoy reading, but can’t because he or she 
has lost their vision?  You can extend library 
services to visually impaired patrons 
through the New York State Talking Book 
and Braille Library. 
 
     Eligible individuals and residents of   
institutions may borrow books on recorded 
disc, cassette tape and in Braille.  The titles 
in the NYSTBBL collection are comparable 
to those found in a public library, and   
consist of  general information, and titles of 
―popular appeal‖ to readers of all ages.  
At present there are 776,000 books   
available for loan. Books on cassette will 
be sent directly to the qualifying patron 
through the mail—no  postage is required.  
As a sublending agency, CEF has cassette 
players on hand to loan. 
 
       For more information or an application 
for this great FREE service, call the CEF   
Outreach Department at 563-5190 x 20. 



More from Essex County... 
 

Belden-Noble Memorial Library, Essex 
 
     On May 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the Essex Community 
Church, Todd Goff will present a program titled "A 
History of Land Changes in Essex."  During the latter half 
of July, (notice will be sent when this is definite) 
Colleen and Jim VanHoven, and hopefully their 
granddaughter, will discuss their recent trip to Greece. 
 
     Saturday, August 2 is Essex Day.  This is a combination 
of craft fair, flea market, antiques, Amish quilts, and food, 
all for sale. Rest areas are provided at the churches and the 
library.  The Library also will hold a book sale, although we 
have books for sale whenever the library  is open.  Come 
and join the fun! 
 
-- Karen East, Director 
  

 
Friends of  the Paine Memorial Library 
 Send 20 WCS Students to "Spamalot"  

 

     In January the Willsboro Central School Drama Club 
was privileged to attend a performance of "Spamalot" at 
Proctor's Theater in Schenectady. This trip was sponsored 
for the most part by the Friends of The Paine Memorial 
Library. It was a unique opportunity for the Drama Club to 
experience a professionally produced performance in a 
beautiful venue. I had never heard of "Spamalot",  but I 
was familiar with some of the characters from the stories 
about King Arthur and his Knights. The show was very 
funny as it was a spoof of the familiar legend, and the 
music was outstanding. One of our favorite songs from the 
show is "I'm Not Dead Yet." Some of my friends even 
purchased tee shirts as souvenirs. Our advisor, Mr. Derrick 
Hopkins, gave us some information prior to the 
performance so we were ready to enjoy it. Many thanks to 
the Friends for this special day which we will always 
remember. 
 
By Deanna Mero, WCS Drama Club 
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Wilmington E.M. Cooper 
 

     On Saturday, June 14, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. the 
Friends of the E.M. Cooper Memorial Public  
Library will be hosting their annual Food and Yard sale.  
There will be salads, baked goods, Michigan sauce, 
books, birdhouses, and more.  The  birdhouses are a 
new addition to the sale this year.  They were           
generously donated by some of our local Cub Scouts.  
We are very proud of these thoughtful young men. 
 
     We have recently added a little over 100 new       
junior fiction titles to our collection.  As a result, we 
have seen an increase in the number of young         
people who are coming in to check out books. 
 
     I have put in the library a simple bulletin board that 
has a different question every month.  Last month's 
question was Why do You Love the Library?  The    
responses are interesting.  Some of them are as follows:  
"because of all the wonderful books", "the library is 
fun", "there is nice  hospitality" and my personal       
favorite "our new   librarian, Samantha".  I didn't even 
have to write that one.  This month's question is ―What 
is Your Favorite Book?‖ So far we have: Peter Pan, The 
Earthsea Trilogy, and Junie B., First Grader: Toothless    
Wonder.   I am  excited to see the rest of the responses. 
 
-- Samantha Baer, Director 

 
Grant Seekers Look  
No Further 
 

     CEF has renewed a subscription 
to Grantstation.  This interactive web site allows grant 
seekers to identify potential funding sources through 
access to a searchable database of ―thousands of 
foundation and corporate grant makers that are     
actively accepting proposals.‖ 
 
      Member public library staff members are          
welcome to explore this terrific resource which is       
accessible by password on a CEF workstation.  In      
return, will ask you to give us some brief feedback 
about your grant seeking experience so we can    
evaluate this tool.  For more information, or to book a 
work session and tutorial, please call Julie Wever at 
563-5190 x 18.  We will search the Grantstation 
database for you by topic, but we really encourage 
you to take Grantstation for a personal spin. 
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Essex County news continued... 

Keene Valley Library Association 
 
     The Keene Valley Library has announced the Summer 
2008 Lecture Series.  All programs will be held on Monday at 
7:30 p.m.  Admission is free of charge. 
 
July 14 Joseph Hopkins Twichell presented by Steve 
Courtney   
Joseph Hopkins Twichell (1838-1918) was a New Englander 
with Puritan roots and Mark Twain’s closest friend for over 
forty years.  Courtney shows how Twichell’s personality, 
abolitionist background, theological training, and war 
experience shaped his friendship with Twain, as well as his 
ministerial career and his life with his wife, Harmony.  This 
program is a ―must-hear‖ for those who are interested in 
Keene history. 
 
July 21  The Wild AuSable River  presented by Carol 
Treadwell from the Ausable River Association 
 
July 28  China by Bob and Nancy Kohlbecker   
During the fall of 2006, nine members of the ADK Hurricane 
Chapter participated in a private tour of China. The trip 
included several locations in both the eastern and western 
regions which are not usually covered in most group tours.  
Join Bob and Nancy Kohlbecker and other members of our 
local Keene chapter as they relate their journey and experience 
with the people and culture of China through this 80 minute 
PowerPoint presentation. 
 
August 4  From Antarctica presented by Pam Leighton  
 
August 11  Natural History of the Adirondacks presented 
by Mike Storey  
Mike Storey, Park naturalist for the Adirondack Park Agency 
for 24 years, explores perceptions that so many visitors and 
residents have concerning the Adirondacks. His photos, 
illustrations and discussion carefully reveals the story of why 
the Adirondacks look the way they do. 
 
August 18  Gregor Piatigorsky  presented by Maggie Bartley  
 
August 25  Annual Meeting of the Keene Valley Library 
Association 
 
     On July 24, Mr. Beau the Clown will join us for juggling, 
jokes, magic and balloons.  All children are invited to watch as 
Pat Donohue becomes Mr. Beau in front of your eyes! 
 

-- Karen Glass, Director 

Summer Reading Buzz 
 
     Check out the 
Collaborative 
Summer Reading 
Program web site at 
www.clsreads.org 
for cool information 
about starting a 
summer reading 
program for adults.  
A section of this site includes resources and 
activities that focus on unique programs that 
work with adult library patrons during the 
summer.  Included are sample adult summer 
reading programs, sites to assist in adult 
programming, and general resources for working 
with adults.  We especially liked the 2008 Adult 
Summer Reading program offered by the 
Michigan Center for the Book.  It features 
“Pollinate Your Mind” bookmarks, which are a 
spin-off on the bug theme for adults.  Bookmarks 
feature different categories such as ―Garden 
Science,‖ ―Garden Fiction,‖ and ―Garden 
Mysteries‖ (and illustrate how easy it is to get 
carried away with a theme). 
 
     Tips and PSAs for promoting summer reading 
to juvenile and young adult readers are also 
included on the CSLP site. The PSAs for Catch the 
Reading Bug and Metamorphosis that are 
available on the web site have been customized 
with a New York Statewide Summer Reading 
Program tag line at the end of each spot.  CEF 
has received a BetaCam and DVD version of 
these PSA spots to distribute to local media.  For 
more information, please contact Julie at CEF by 
telephone (563-5190 x 18) or e-mail: 
wever@cefls.org. 
 
     A record number of CEF member libraries 
(22) have applied for and will receive $100 mini
-grants to supplement their summer reading 
activities.  Projects range from planting a small 
perennial garden to attract butterflies 
(Dannemora) to performances of Jason Reilly’s 
wildlife show (Keeseville and AuSable Forks) to 
purchase of a bug collection and related books 
(Wead Library, Malone).  We can’t wait for the 
pictures and reports to come in.  CEF libraries will 
be ―a hive of activity‖ for young and not-so-
young this summer! 
 

http://www.clsreads.org/
mailto:wever@cefls.org
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Searching the Internet for Information 

By Colleen Pelletier, Librarian, Plattsburgh Public Library 

     You’ve just been to the doctor and received a diagnosis that you want to find more information 
on (let’s say something like a bleeding disorder).  Your doctor has given you information, but now 
you want to explore further avenues.  You’re hoping to find something that will tell you how this 
diagnosis will affect your life, so you head to your computer to search the internet.  Searching the 
internet to find specific information can be tricky.  You want reliable, up-to-date information.  

  

     So, how do you find it and how, once you find it, do you know it fits your parameters of reliable and up-to-date 
information?  The first thing you do is to choose a search engine such as Google.  There are many web sites that can teach 
you how to evaluate other websites.  To find them, go to Google and type in the question ―How do I evaluate internet 
resources?‖  There will be a number of results that will indicate they can teach you how to evaluate a web site.  How to 
select one is the number one lesson that most of these web sites will talk about.  The Uniform Resource Locator 
―URL‖ (otherwise known as the web address) is the key to some of the best web sites on this matter.  A web address that 
contains the domain name ―edu‖ is an indicator that it is a college or other type of teaching institution.  One web site in 
particular offers a  great tutorial on finding information on the Internet.  It is posted by UC Berkeley and it is called 
―Evaluating Web Pages: Techniques to Apply & Questions to Ask.‖  The web address is http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/
TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html.  The first lesson that they list is how to decipher the URL.  

  

     When looking at a web address, you want to look for the domain name to see what type of web site it is.  Web addresses 
ending in ―edu‖, ―mil‖ and ―gov‖ indicate educational and governmental entities have posted these sites.  A nonprofit 
organization generally uses the ending ―org‖.  Thus, the Bleeding Disorders Association of Northeastern New York 
(BDANENY), Inc. has a web address of http://www.bdaneny.org/.  Medline Plus is a service of the U. S. National Library of 
Medicine and its address shows that it is government sponsored.  The address is http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/.   

 

     Knowing about the web address and how to decode it is not all you want or need to know when searching the Internet.  
You want to be able to tell something about the author(s) of the page.  In order to do this, look for areas labeled ―About 
Us‖, ―Philosophy‖, ―Background‖ or ―Biography‖.  This will help you understand who posted the page and why they posted 
it.  Remember, anyone can post a web page for any reason.  You also want to see the author’s credentials are to help 
determine whether he or she knows what they are talking about.  Once you’ve looked at all of this, there is one more area 
that you can use to judge the web site and that is the quality of the information.  

 

     When trying to determine whether the web site offers quality information, you can look for a link called ―links‖, 
―additional sites‖ or ―related links‖.  Look at some of these links to see whether they lead to further reliable websites.  Also, 
look to see whether there are footnotes and do they lead to documents that are reliable.  UC Berkeley recommends taking 
the time to explore them; determining whether they are working links.  Remember, with no one to edit pages on the 
Internet, anyone can post anything, including a fake footnote.   

 

     A fake footnote aside, all of the above is designed to help you find information on the Internet and learn how to evaluate 
it.  Your big question at the end is ―Does all of the information I’m looking at add up to a reliable source of information?‖  
You want to determine why the page was put on the Internet.  Also, ask yourself about the tone of the page - is it satirical or 
ironic?  Lastly, ask yourself whether the page is as credible as print or online resources that are available through your local 
public library.  Here are several websites that are filled with quality information: 

http://www.hemophilia.org  http://www.wadsworth.org  http://www.cdc.gov 

http://www.bdaneny.org              http://www.fda.gov  

 

     Check them out when you get a chance! 

 

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
http://www.hemophilia.org
http://www.wadsworth.org
http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.bdaneny.org
http://www.fda.gov


From Franklin County 

Saranac Lake Free Library 
 

     Around 120 people attended the Grand Reopening of 
the Thomas B. Cantwell Community Room held on 
April 18, including many Cantwell family members. Tom 
Cantwell played a crucial role in the 1960s addition to 
the library that included the Community Room. The 
room was named for him after his death in 1977.  
 
     The renovation, which included electrical work, 
installation of data outlets, concrete work for the 
accessible ramp, chair-storage partitions, decorative trim, 
new carpeting, furniture and kitchen improvements, was 
made possible in part by a $40,000 New York State 
Division of Library Development Public Library 
Construction Grant. 
 
     Fifteen young people in grades five to seven are 
participating in Take a Bite Out of Books (TABOB), 
meeting every other Tuesday as they read and discuss six 
books and prepare for the Battle of the Books. Plans are 
also underway for the preschool to fourth grade 
Summer Reading Program with its theme Catch the 
Reading Bug! 
 
-- Pat Wiley, Library Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Martha Gallagher, the Adirondack Harper, presented Songs from the 
Stones on April 23 in the recently renovated Cantwell Community 
Room. The Centennial Art Show, with 25 artists who participated in 
the 2007 Art Auction, is seen in the background.  
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Recommended Reading: 

The Zookeeper's Wife: A War Story by Diane Ackerman 
 
     This is a well researched book with writing that is 
both lyrical and fluid. It's the harrowing, yet ultimately 
uplifting story of the Nazi invasion of Poland and the 
treatment of the Jewish population. Jan and Antonia 
Zabinski hid more than 300 Jewish residents from 
Nazi extermination. Jan worked with the Polish 
underground and helped to smuggle people out of the 
Jewish Ghetto. Many of their 
prized, zoo animals were carted 
off to German zoos, while 
others were shot by German 
soldiers.  

     The book tells of a Jewish 
Ghetto in which children small 
enough to fit between the bars 
of fences would try to sneak out, 
in order to smuggle food back into the ghetto. They 
were often shot by patrolling Nazis. It is ironic that 
many Nazis were good family men, yet they 
committed the most horrendous and depraved acts of 
violence against the Jewish population. Leonard 
Cohen, in his poem "All There Is To Know About 
Adolf  Eichman,"  points out how average Eichman 
was. He then asked, "What did you expect? Talons? 
Green Saliva?" On the contrary, these were average 
human beings, who were able to dehumanize their 
Jewish targets. It is much easier to commit atrocities, if 
you view your victims as sub humans. Even today, we 
have such genocides occurring in Darfur. 

      I was struck by the parallels between an Orthodox, 
Jewish Rabbi, Kalman Shapira and the Buddhist 
religion. He encouraged others to be mindful of each 
moment in life. For example, he wanted people to pay 
attention to what they were eating. In Buddhism, the 
adherent is taught to be aware of each action, or in 
other words, to be mindful. The Zookeeper's Wife is, in 
the end, is the tale of a brave Polish population 
surviving unimaginable conditions. While one often 
reads blurbs that describe a book as "a must read or 
one you can't put down," the Zookeeper's Wife is truly 
one of those books. 

-- Larry Hahn, Dodge Library, West Chazy 
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Goff-Nelson Memorial Library, Tupper Lake 
 
     Spring has sprung – seemingly out of the snow banks and 
patches of white that have been with us for so long.  One day 
it is winter – turn around and things are getting green.  In the 
same manner, we are transitioning from our busy winter into 
our even busier spring and summer programs. 
 
     So, you ask… what is the Tupper Lake library up to these 
days?  Like the rest of our wonderful North Country libraries, 
we have a busy schedule planned for the months ahead.  We 
started getting the TABOB kids ready for their contest in July.  
The books are very ―readable‖ which adds to the fun for the 
kids.  We are disappointed in the small number of participants 
that came out for it this spring – it seems like everyone is so 
busy with other things. 
 
     We are catching ―the reading bug‖ and hope our young 
patrons do the same.  The ―bug‖ books that we are buying 
should hopefully spark their interest in reading during the 
summer months.  We will be promoting the reading program 
with posters, in our local paper, and at the schools. 
 
     Thanks to a grant form the New York Power Authority, 
the library is getting some much-needed new lighting.  We 
have comfortable new furniture and decorations and are 
proud to think about what a great asset the library is to the 
town. 
 
     As usual during the month of July we will feature the art of 
Ray Jackman.  His outstanding Adirondack scenes are worth 
the trip to our library, especially if you have never seen them.  
Also during July we feature a week of the ―Tupper Lake Art 
Show.‖  We are also excited to be helping the Tupper Lake 
Arts Council with the French-Canadian Festival that will be 
held in Tupper Lake on August 23.  Musicians and 
craftspeople, both local and from Quebec, will perform and 
demonstrate the arts of the French-American people in our 
area.  There will be information about this event in the 
Summer issue of the Trailblazer, so, as they say, ―stay tuned!‖ 
 
--- submitted by Sue LaBarge for Linda AuClair and Staff 

More from Franklin County...  

Central Library News 

From Plattsburgh Public 
Library 
 

 
   The Friends Library Luncheon will be held on 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 at 12:00 p.m. in the 
Burgundy Room, Plattsburgh.  Carl Heilman, noted 
photographer of the High Peaks and Lake George, 
will present a program featuring his photographs.  
The cost of the luncheon is $15.00.  Reservations 
are requested by June 20. 
 
     On April 26, 1777, Sybil Ludington of Putnam 
County, NY, rode 40 miles on a dark and rainy 
night to call out the militia to drive the British away 
from an attempt to burn Danbury, 25 miles away.  
She rode twice as far as Paul Revere!  George 
Washington came and thanked her personally.  She 
is one of the women honored in our current exhibit 
of ―Women of Distinction in New York State.‖  
We thank Senator Elizabeth Little of the 45th 
Senate district, who also gave us 350 copies of the 
special booklet honoring these women important to 
New York State.  Booklets are available for 
distribution while they last. 
 
    Did you know that cemetery records are available 
online?  Go to ―Northern New York Cemeteries‖   
(http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~frgen/)to search updated McLellan cemetery 
records by county, compiled by Joyce Ranieri for 
the Northern New York Tombstone Transcription 
Project.  This is a valuable free resource for 
researchers and anyone curious about area 
genealogy. 
 
-- excerpted from the Plattsburgh Public Library Hi-Lights, 
Spring 2008 issue.  Stanley A. Ransom, Director 

Sitting quietly, doing nothing, 

spring comes, and the  

grass grows 

by itself” - Zen proverb 



 
A Drive Down Memory Lane 
Bobbie Socks, the Bookmobile… and Annual Reports! 
 
    Temporary Administrative Assistant Susan Rohde is also a 
professional organizer.  While Susan was organizing back 
issues of the Trailblazer for posterity, we came across a 
timeline of the CEF System that runs from opening day in 1955 
through 1975.  The timeline, which was culled from back issues 
of The Trailblazer, was featured at our 50th Anniversary 
Celebration in 2005.  For no particular reason, we will be 
trotting out some highlights in the next several current editions.  
You might note that a few themes – such as bookmobile repairs 
and annual reports - have followed us faithfully through half a century of library service! 
 
1955:  The System was started by Clinton and Essex Counties.  It was called the Clinton-Essex County Library System, and was 
the first multi-county public library system in New York State.  Richard W. Lawrence was the first President of the CEF Board of 
Trustees.  The System was headquartered in the basement of Plattsburgh Public Library. Miss Emma Walter was the first System 
director, and also served as Director of the Plattsburgh Public Library.  Other staff members included Librarian Margaret 
Manwell, Mary Emily Tuttle, Typist, Laura Ingalls, Secretary, and Arthur Prunier, Custodian.  A bookmobile was ―in the works‖ 
from the start. 
 
1956: 
Inter-library loan began using request slips.   
Miss Phyllis Wells and Robert Harnden were hired as the staff for the newly purchased Bookmobile.  One of the first gifts to the 
bookmobile was some fresh donuts made by a patron who got the recipe from a cookbook she borrowed from the bookmobile.  
The bookmobile registered 1,109 patrons in the first three months, and circulated 9,583 books.  The bookmobile staff received 
many Christmas remembrances as they made their rounds before the holidays.  Among the gifts received were candy, Christmas 
candles, cigarettes and Christmas table decorations. 
 
Rotating collections to the member libraries were offered and could literally be ―uploaded‖ at the freight chute next to the 
system entrance.‖  The collections were comprised of ―six per year‖ of light reading.  A sign was made for the System door by 
Mr. Herbert Newlove.  A new Multilith machine was ordered to do printing jobs. 
 
1957: 
The end of the year report for the System showed 21 member libraries, two ―book stations‖ and the bookmobile.  288,740 
volumes were circulated, and there were 10,000 ILL requests received.  Consultants were assigned duties in relation to the 
member libraries and their own realm of expertise.  Miss Walter was in charge of ―problems of administration,‖ Mrs. Manwell 
was in charge of ―cataloging and classification,‖ and Miss Ingalls was in charge of ―public relations.‖   
 
Bookmobile circulation for the first four months of 1957 totaled 24,758, and a summer stop was established at Champlain Park. 
 
1958: 
CEF purchased 7,124 books in 1957, according to the annual report. 
The Trailblazer reported that ―the bookmobile is being overwhelmed by summer people, so much so that a third person from the 
system is needed to make the run to handle the crowds.  Local people are staying away during the summer months, so the 
System is looking into setting up a summer book station in Schroon Lake.‖  A new motor for the bookmobile was purchased and 
installed in Port Henry where the bookmobile had broken down.  It took a week to make the repair, resulting in one week 
without bookmobile service.  
 
 Each member library was slated to receive a grant of $120 if they spent over $220 during the previous year on books.  A 
Trustee tea was held for Essex County Trustees. 

 

1959: 

The System received a teletype from the State Library, along with ―six to ten‖ telephones for member libraries.  The Town of 
Ticonderoga offered to store the bookmobile in the Town Garage during winter months.  The bookmobile had some repairs 

during the year, and will need painting in the spring.  Discussion began about getting a new bookmobile. 

 

In the next issue:  The Swinging 60’s! 
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CEF Gets New Server Room 

     Thanks to a combination of grants from Betty Little, Teresa Sayward, and the $14 Million Public Library 
Construction program, we are happy to report that CEF has new servers and a new server room! 
   
     Here are a few pictures of the installation, which took place in stages during the last three weeks of May.  
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