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Governor’s Budget Proposes $20 Million Cut  

in Library Funding 

 

     The NYS Division of Budget has recommended to Governor Patterson a $20 
million cut in Library Aid that amounts to an additional 20% reduction in state 
funding for library services and would bring Library Aid down to a level not seen 
since 1993. 

 

     “The library community is outraged by this proposal and the continued targeting 
of libraries to solve the state’s budget shortfalls.  Library Aid has already been cut 
twice this year, in April by 2% as part of the adopted 2008-09 State Budget and then 
again at the Special Session in August by another 6%”, stated Michael J. Borges, 
Executive Director of the New York Library Association. 

 

     Library Aid was reduced from $103 million in 2007 to $100 million in April and 
then reduced further to $99 million in August of this year.  Library Aid had remained 
stagnant for eight years between 1998-2006, when the Legislature finally agreed to 
modest increases in funding and began utilizing the 2000 Census to calculate Library 
Aid instead of the 1990 Census. 

      

UPDATE:  The Legislative Special Session ended on November 18 with no 
agreement between the Governor and the state Legislature on further mid-year 
budget cuts.  NYLA's Library Rally at the Capitol, which brought 450 library 
advocates to Albany, showed state policymakers in a “very visible, loud and forceful 
(but law abiding) manner, that the library community would not stand for any further 
cuts in funding.”  CEF representatives were part of this vocal crowd.  Coverage of 
the Rally and other protests was quite extensive by television and pictures from the 
rally can be found on the NYLA website at www.nyla.org 

  

       The Governor proposes to release his 2009-2010 Executive Budget on 
December 16th, which will undoubtedly call for additional cuts in Library Aid.  It is 
also still unclear when the remaining $26 million in undistributed Library Aid from 
the 2008-09 State Budget will be released.   

 

     Stay tuned for more information on what you can do to advocate for continued 
funding for libraries.  

 

- excerpted from a NYLA press release, Albany NY November 13, 2008;  updated with a 
NYLINE e-mail message dated 11/19/2008 

  

http://www.nyla.org
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News From Clinton County 

Chazy Public Library 

 

     The Friends of the Chazy Library will hold their annual 
Christmas Open House on Sunday, December 7 from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the library.  Mulled cider and 
delicious cookies will be available, and small breads (which 
make nice little gifts) will be for sale.  We will also hold a 
raffle for a basket of goodies.  The Friends do a lovely job 
of decorating the library for Christmas, which I much 
appreciate. 

  

     I am hoping that I can get the library into some 
semblance of order before this momentous event. And that 
I can find everything I have put away afterwards. 

  

--- Francie Fairchild, Director 

Plattsburgh Public Library Hosts 
Identity Theft Program 

 

     Plattsburgh Public Library will present “How to 
Prevent Identity Theft” in 
cooperation with UFirst Federal 
Credit Union.  Jody Carpenter, 
Director of Marketing at UFirst 
will be the speaker for the 
program.  

 

      The program will be held at Plattsburgh Public 
Library in the auditorium on the second floor.  Two 
sessions will be held on Friday, November 21, 
2008.  The first session will be offered from 9:30 
am to 11:00 a.m. and the second session will run 
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  You can attend either 
session.  Registration is required.  You can register 
by calling (518) 563-0921 and choosing Lending 
Services from the menu.  This program is free and 
open to anyone who wants to attend.   

 

     For more information, contact Colleen Pelletier 
at Plattsburgh Public Library. 

Ellenburg Sarah A. Munsil Free Library 

 

     We've set aside a table and two bookcases for books 
that are on sale while we are open.  The $2 a bag sale is 
working out really well.  New faces come in to buy books 
and end up becoming a patron.  Many new book donations 
have come in, too.  Some are good enough for our shelves 
and others for the sale. 

 

       I just finished reading Christopher Paolini's third book, 
Brisingr.  It was excellent, easy to read, and moves right 
along with lots of heroic action.  There are a couple of 
surprises along the way.  Now I have to wait for the fourth 
book to finish the tale begun in Eragon. 

 

- Michele Phillips, Director 
 

Jody Carpenter 

 

A Severe Weather Site 

 

     The most recent issue of the 
Employee Assistance Services 

newsletter lists a neat weather related web site 
called OneStorm that we thought we should pass 
along to you.  OneStorm’s mission is to “educate 
and prepare families and businesses for severe 
weather situations.”  OneStorm contains no 
advertisements, adware, or spyware and is 
financially supported by related consulting services 
that are provided to businesses and local 
governments. 

 

      You can build a personalized severe weather 
plan by visiting www.onestorm.org (it takes about 
20 minutes) or download the One-Click 
Preparedness PDF’s to complete at your 
convenience.  You can also opt to receive a 
monthly e-mail newsletter that contains up-to-date 
information on severe weather preparedness. 

    No vember 

 

 ―No shade, no shine, no      

butterflies, no bees, 

 No fruits, no flowers, no         

leaves, no birds, -  

  November!‖ 

  — Thomas Hood 

http://www.onestorm.org
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Central Library News From Plattsburgh 
Public Library 

 

     The cartoons of Stan Burdick were on display in the 
Hale-Walter Art Gallery from September 11 until November 2.  The art year 
at PPL will conclude with a photography exhibit from November 4 to 
January 5.  The 2009 exhibition season will begin with a Member’s 
Multimedia Show. 
 

     Clinton Community College has generously donated four 2002 
computers to the library.  A new Konica Minolta color and black and white 
copier has replaced our 17 year old model.  Best of all is the linking of our 
computers to the copier, which lets patrons and staff make copies from a 
distance.  
 

     On Saturday, August 23, Adult Services Librarian Caleb Moshier 
presented a retro video games tournament at the library.  In the semi-dark 
room, swords flashed, monsters roared and vehicles raced down the road.  
Twelve teens and adults formed into teams to enjoy the sport. 
 

     Treasured local history materials in the central library collection will be 
preserved for future generations thanks to help from the Connecting to 
Collections Bookshelf, which includes a core set of conservation books, 
DVD and online resources.  The Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
and the American Association for State and Local History awarded the 
collection to the library, which will use the collection to guide its 
conservation practices. 
 

     Work on our second floor auditorium is now complete, thanks to the 
work crew at Altona Correctional Facility.  Carpeting in the front room was 
completed on November 15, just in time for a free afternoon concert by the 
PSUC Gospel Choir.  A generous gift from Senator Elizabeth Little 
provided the funding to finish and furnish this fresh new space. 
 

     The annual Polar Express Storytime will be held in the children’s room 
on Wednesday evening, December 12 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Refreshments 
will be provided and served by the Friends of the Plattsburgh Public Library.  
Families are welcome to attend with a favorite Christmas bear and Christmas 
P.J.’s too! 
 

       We are pleased to announce the return of the Great Books Reading 
and Discussion Group. The Plattsburgh chapter of the Great Books 
reading and discussion group will meet on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month this year. The next meeting will be held on  November 26 from 6:00 
to 7:45p.m. in the Library's auditorium. Readings will include selections from 
the Great Books Foundation, The Seven Deadly Sins Sampler. It includes 
short stories by William Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, Edith Wharton, 
Tobias Wolff, Margaret Atwood, D.H. Lawrence and others that were 
chosen to fit the theme of the seven deadly sins. Membership is free and 
open to the public. Interested individuals can contact sahnell@charter.net 
for more information. Everyone is welcome. 

  Excerpted from Plattsburgh Public Library Hi-Lights, Volume 1 Number 4; Fall 2008.  
Stanley A. Ransom, Director 

Free Webinars on Tap for December 
 
     The New York State 
Library is pleased to 
announce that online 
training sessions 
("webinars") for databases 
included in the NOVELny 
pilot project will be offered 

at no charge to all types of libraries. These 
sessions, which will last approximately one 
hour, will be conducted by trainers from the 
two NOVELny database vendors, Cengage-
Gale and EBSCO Publishing.  Business 
databases might be very useful for library 
patrons looking for job opportunities. 
  
     The following sessions will be held in 
December:  
 
Cengage-Gale: "NOVELNY Business 
Resources"  
December 16 at 2:00 p.m.   
 
Ebsco: "Getting the Most Out of 
MasterFILE on EBSCOhost 2.0" 
December 4 at 3:30 p.m. 
  
     These webinars will offer librarians and 
library staff members the opportunity to learn 
about databases and database interfaces 
available for children, young adults and adults 
as part of the NOVELny pilot project. 
  
     Online registration for the webinars is 
available at: http://www.novelnewyork.org/
training.php  
  
     Additional webinars on various topics are 
added regularly.  At any time, scheduled 
sessions and availability can be viewed online 
at: http://www.novelnewyork.org/
training.php  
  
     For more information on these webinars, 
contact David Fiske at the State Library, 
Division of Library Development by calling 
518-486-4857 or by email at 
dfiske@mail.nysed.gov. 
 
 

mailto:sahnell@charter.net
http://www.novelnewyork.org/training.php
http://www.novelnewyork.org/training.php
http://www.novelnewyork.org/training.php
http://www.novelnewyork.org/training.php
mailto:dfiske@mail.nysed.gov
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News From Essex County 
Library Assistants 
Rendezvous at the Wild 
Center 

 

     Nearly 30 participants from throughout the 
North Country attended the Northern New 
York Library Network’s Fall 2008 Library 
Assistants’ Conference held October 23, at the 
Wild Center in Tupper Lake. 
 

     There were three morning sessions 
covering diverse topics. During the first 
presentation, NNYLN Systems Administrator 
Tom Blauvelt, explained Library Digitizing 
Projects that greatly increase access to library 
materials. DSpace, the Northern New York 
Historical Newspapers and the North Country 
Digital History Project are among the exciting 
digitizing projects. 
 

     SUNY Potsdam Associate Librarian 
Marianne Herbert talked about Social 
Networking.  Different and interesting ways of 
communicating today include wikis, blogs, 
Flickr, Twitter, FaceBook, MySpace and many 
others. Ms. Herbert said participants must be 
savvy, however, about the kind of information 
they post on various sites where anyone can 
see their information. 
 

     During the final morning session, Bobbie 
Karp, North Country Community College’s 
Director of Campus and Student Life, 
discussed Career Development. She talked 
about the difference between a job and a 
career, and encouraged participants to think 
about themselves in new ways. She gave 
suggestions for taking charge of one’s career, 
taking risks and getting started with 
advancement.  
 

     Library Assistants were able to exchange 
ideas and meet with peers during lunch, which 
was followed by a tour of the Wild Center. 
 

     Following the conference, the Library 
Assistants Committee met with NNYLN 
Regional Services Coordinator Bridget Doyle. 
Plans for the Spring Conference in April 2009 
were discussed, as well as the library assistants 
web site that is in the planning stage.  

- Pat Wiley, Saranac Lake Free Library Assistant 

Sherman Free Library, Port Henry 

 
     Three Gates grant computers have arrived and have been set 
up for public use.  The flat screen monitors are attractive and 
save space.  We now have five public use computers and at 
times they are all in use. 
 

     Don Papson gave an interesting program about African-
Americans in the North Country who had succeeded in their 
lives.  One became a physician, but had to go to England to get 
her education and one fought in three wars. 
 

     In November we are holding a centerpiece workshop.  A 
local flower shop is providing the materials and participants will 
be making their own Thanksgiving centerpiece. 
 

     A new group called “Poetry and You” has been formed.   
The group is getting together to study one poet and his/her 
works. 
 

     We are sponsoring an essay contest on the theme "Created 
Equal".   We received a set of books from the American Library 
Association on this theme.  Children in grades four through 
nine are encouraged to participate by submitting a two page 
essay by November 29. 
 

-- Jackie Viestenz, Director 

Paine Memorial Free Library  

 

     How can we here in our community help our country’s effort 
to protect the environment? One way is easy: we can use reusable 
bags when we shop. 

     Why is this important? Each year Americans throw away 100 
billion plastic bags; these end up on roadsides and in garbage 
dumps. Put together, they would create mountains of plastic 
which take hundreds of years to decompose; when they finally do 
disintegrate, they add toxic chemicals to our soil and water. 

      The Paine Memorial Library would like to help you make the 
switch. Come to the library, sign your name in our Green Team 
book, and pick up a “ChicoBag” (one per family while supplies 
last). These bags, made of strong durable green nylon, hold 25 lbs 
of groceries, fold into themselves, weigh 1.5 oz, and fit easily into 
a pocket or purse. 

     Once you start using the ChicoBag you will begin to notice 
how many plastic bags you don’t use, and you may begin to    
encourage your neighbors to join the “Green Team” too. 

- Cheryl Blanchard, Director 
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WANTED:  

     Your used exercise equipment in good condition for 

the new CEF Fitness Room. 
 

     If you have a safe, usable item such as a stairstepper, 
treadmill, stationary bike etc. just gathering dust, we’ll be 
glad to take it off your hands or purchase it for a small 
price and can pick it up.  We are also looking for carpet 
remnants in good clean condition.  Call Karen at CEF   

(563-5190 x 20) for more information. 

 

Can you Help us 

have a Fat Free 

Winter? 

Keene Valley Library Association 
 

     Several capital improvements to our historic building are 
underway this year.  These projects will result in improved 
energy and user efficiency.  This fall, we replaced many of the 
fixed windows with thermo-pane windows.  The project was 
funded with matching funds from New York State.  We now 
need to raise $7,000 in matching funds.  We are also renovating 
the small alcove by the archives and giving the Alpine Room a 
facelift. 
 

     Though there are many books for sale in the Book Cellar, we 
are featuring specially priced Adirondack and Alpine books. 
Many of these books were part of the Jim Goodwin collection 
and have been signed by him. These are great gifts for the book 
collector.  The opening event for this sale will be Saturday, 
November 22 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served.  Also for sale are three other publications: 
 

Two Adirondack Hamlets in History, edited by Richard Plunz with 
research and writings by Tony Goodwin, Kate Owen and 
Richard Plunz. On sale now for $20. 
 

Book Lovers Calendar 2009, a daily calendar for $10.00 
 

Reflections of an Adirondacker by Adrian Edmonds. 
 

     Karen Glass will tell holiday stories for all ages on Friday, 
December 12 at 6:30 p.m.  The program will conclude with 
refreshments and an opportunity to borrow books from our 
holiday collection.  The drawing for Adirondack Pack Basket 
made by Anita Sayers will also be held that evening at 7:30 p.m.  
The money raised will benefit the Student library program at 
Keene Central School. 
 

-- Karen Glass, Director 

New Databases are a Hit  

With Do-it-Yourselfers 

 

     All libraries and library patrons in 
the Clinton Essex Franklin Library System service 
area can now use three new databases, and usage 
statistics show these databases are a hit already! 

 

     I had fun trying a search in the Home 
Improvement Reference Center, where I found 
some excellent photographic step-by-step 
information on tiling a kitchen backsplash.  With the 
Auto Repair Reference Center and Small Engine 
Repair Reference Center we have an opportunity 
to serve some segments of the population who may 
not be using the library! 

 

     The databases, which debuted here in October, 
are described below.  They can be searched from the 
CEF Databases page: www.cefls.org/info.htm, 
where patrons can use a library card number to log 
in, or from the individual library pages on the CEF 
website. Some libraries have also provided access 
through their own webpages, and anyone can access 
these databases from inside the Plattsburgh Public 
Library as well.  Promotional materials for libraries 
are available to download, print out and use at the 
following website: http://support.ebsco.com/
customer_success/promo.php.   There you can find 
customizable trifold brochures, bookmarks and 
website graphics.  There’s also a press release 
template. 

 
Auto Repair Reference Center 
     The Auto Repair Reference Center contains 
information on most manufacturers of domestic and 
imported vehicles.  Content includes: 
• More than 31,660 vehicles, from 1945 to present 
• Over 205,000 drawings and step-by-step 
photographs 
• Almost 75,000 technical service bulletins & recalls 
• Over 130,000 enhanced wiring diagrams for easy 
viewing and printing 
• Specifications & maintenance schedules 
• Labor Time Guide & Estimator 
• AutoIQ (Instructional videos) 
• Quick Tips – a complete guide to vehicle 
ownership & maintenance 
All of the content in ARRC has been created by 
ASE certified technicians. 
 
     - cont. on page 7 

http://www.cefls.org/info.htm
http://support.ebsco.com/customer_success/promo.php
http://support.ebsco.com/customer_success/promo.php
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  Wadhams Free Library 
 

     Our Fall Wednesdays in Wadhams lecture series got off to 
a good start in October with Physical Therapist Brian 
Trzaskos’ relaxing talk “Help Yourself to Healing”  and 
Priscilla Fairbank’s  “Iran Reflections,” about her recent visit 
and her one-on-one conversations with many Iranians. Last 
week Sheri Amsel, the Adirondack Illustrator, told us about 
her work writing, illustrating, making nature trails and visiting 
schools, and about her brother’s veterinary work with exotic 
animals. Do not pat the grizzly bear. 

 

     On November 19, we showed the film Tableland, a tour of 
small-scale sustainable food production in North America. 
Laurie Davis of Adirondack Harvest offered a local 
perspective. 

 

     On December 3, we’ll hear from the Swimmers. Last winter 
Peggy Bolster, Hokie McKinley, Mary Burke, and Libby 
McDonald swam in Lake Champlain every day except 
January 14. Then they swam around Manhattan. They’re 
going to explain to us why this is so exhilarating. 

 

     We’re having fun at Story Hour on Wednesday mornings. 
A few stories, a little snack, and then we draw some pictures. 
Four-year-olds don’t really need any advice about what to 
draw. They have plenty of ideas. 

 

     We’re enjoying our new public access computer, which 
was bought with the help of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. This brings our public access computers to 
three, plus wi-fi available to patrons who bring their own 
laptops. This new equipment necessitates a rearrangement of 
“putty-colored objects.” Technology shed, anyone? 

 

     We’re working on warming up our teen area a bit with 
some bright colors, a rug, a sitting area. “We need a couch 
with spots like a cow,” suggested one young friend. Hmmm. 
We’re thinking about it.  

 

— Liz Rapalee, Director 

More from Essex County... 

Best of 2008 From PubLib   

         

  It’s the end of the year, and 
we’re rounding up some of the 
best books of 2008, according to 
subscribers of PubLib 
(www.publib@webjunction.org).  
This listserv is generally useful to public librarians 
since it is full of helpful and entertaining posts.  
I’ve been a subscriber for several years and have 
found answers to questions, helpful hints, and 

program ideas  on a wide variety of topics. 

 

     This list is just a small taste of what will become 
a long, interesting list of 2008’s best adult reads, 
not in any particular order.  All are available in 

CEF libraries: 

 

So Brave, Young and Handsome, by Leif Enger 

Snow Angels, by Stewart O’Nan 

Unaccustomed Earth, by Jhumpa Lahiri 

Hot, Flat and Crowded, by Thomas Friedman 

The Boat, by Nam Le 

Plague of Doves, by Louise Erdrich 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, 

by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows 

The Sorrows of an American, by Siri Hustvedt 

Songs for the Butcher’s Daughter, by Peter 

Manseau 

Wolf Totem, Jiang Rong 

Careless in Red, by Elizabeth George 

Third Angel, by Alice Hoffman 

Year of Living Biblically, by A.J. Jacobs 

Blue Star, by Tony Earley 

Skeletons of the Feast, by Chris Bohjalian 

 

— Elizabeth Rogers, CEF 
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Wells Memorial Library, Upper Jay 
 

     In August, the library hosted an Authors’ Reading presented 
by the Adirondack Center for Writing. Elizabeth Inness-Brown 
read from Burning Marguerite and Kate Messner read from 
Spitfire, with a question and answer period following. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Children’s Theater Workshop, directed by Kathy 
Recchia, presented “Music Man, Jr.” in four performances on 
Sunday, November 9 at Keene Central School; Tuesday, 
November 11 at Uihlein Mercy Center in Lake Placid, Saturday, 
November 15 at 2:00 p.m. at Will Rogers in Saranac Lake and 
Sunday November 16 at 4:00 p.m. at The Amos & Julia Ward 
Theatre in Jay. The Children’s Theater Workshop is sponsored 
by Wells Memorial Library and Keene Valley Library. 

 

     Jodi Downs exhibited fused glass art in September and 
October.  Terry Young will exhibit etchings, drawings and 
book arts in November and December.  An artist reception for 
Terry on November 2 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. featured a 
bookbinding demonstration and talk. 

 

     Martha Gallagher presented Songs from the Stones on Sunday, 
October 26 at 2:00 p.m. The program featured her original 
music for Celtic harp and voice inspired by headstone 
inscriptions from Adirondack & North Country cemeteries.  
This free performance was funded in part by a NYSCA DEC/
DCA grant, administered locally by ANCA. 

      

     Many bags of books were filled in a Buck-A-Bag book sale.  
Our Annual Fund Drive is taking place now, and our Holiday 
Sale begins on Saturday, November 29 with new and gently 
used decorations and selected new gift items. 

 

--Karen Rappaport, Director 

Databases continued... 
 
Home Improvement  
Reference Center 
 
     The Home Improvement 
Reference Center content consists of thousands   
of repairs and tips from twenty-four Do-It-
Yourself books published by Quayside Publishing, 
as well as over 30,000 articles from leading       
Do-It-Yourself periodicals. You can browse for 
project topics or perform a search by keyword.  
Step-by-step instructions for thousands of projects 
in the areas of plumbing, outdoor, woodworking,      
electrical, and decorating are provided in         
high-quality PDF files. Additionally, thousands of 
articles from magazines and reference books     
provide tips and suggestions to supplement the 
step-by-step project instructions. 
 
 
Small Engine Repair Reference Center 
 
     The Small Engine Repair Reference Center 
(SERRC) is a full text database intended for public 
library patrons, as well as public school teachers 
and students, seeking reference and instructional 
information about small engine machinery     
maintenance and repair. SERRC contains       
thousands of accurate and concise step-by-step 
maintenance and repair instructions for hundreds 
of small engine machines and their supporting 
components. Routine maintenance, such as    
tune-ups and brake service, as well as more       
extensive repairs involving engine transmission 
disassembly are covered. Engines types include: 
motorcycles, ATVs, personal water craft,        
snowmobiles, lawn mowers, tractors, snow    
blowers, generators, and more. Detailed and    
user-friendly content is provided in high-quality 
PDF files. Many documents contain photos and 
detailed illustrations to visually support step-by-
step procedures.  
 
-Betsy Brooks, Automation Librarian, CEF 
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A New Look at the 

Chateaugay Memorial Library  
 

    The Saturday, October 11 grand opening of the 
Chateaugay Memorial Library’s Dr. Sidney Martin 
marked several  years of work by donors, the 
director and board.  Mayor Gabe Lopardo, 
Supervisor Don Bilow, Donor Susan Martin Taylor 
and Director Eileen Clar all gave brief speeches to 
the crowd. Library Board President Jamie Basiliere 
dedicated all the tiles that were donated and 
acknowledged many donors. Susan Martin Taylor 
cut the ribbon. 

 

     The new Dr. Sidney Martin Building, located at 4 John Street in Chateaugay, is all on one level, with 
handicapped accessibility throughout.  The architect has worked within library standards to provide the best access 
possible for staff and patrons. 

 

    Along with expanded collection space, the new library features many elements that will allow it to function as a 
community center for all residents.  Free Internet access is now available at four public access computers, and we 
anticipate that they will be used frequently.   A dedicated archival room houses local history collections which are 
managed by a newly formed Chateaugay Historical Society. The larger children’s area will allow for better patron 
flow during the busy summer months and will provide greater opportunity for programming.  There is also a 
garden area in front of the library where children will explore and observe nature. 

 

     A central exhibit space will be the ideal place for local artists and artisans to showcase their works, and will add 
a cultural element to the library’s offerings.  Director Eileen Clar anticipates that quilts and hand crafted items will 
be displayed, and paintings will be hung and admired. 

 

   An important feature of the new building is a dedicated meeting space with full kitchenette.  The kitchenette will 
allow groups such as boy/girl scouts to use the facility to acquire merit badges for cooking.  There has already 
been an interest for nutrition education classes to be held.  The meeting room is accessible separately from the 
main part of the library and is available to groups on days that the library is not open the public. 

 

     The Chateaugay Memorial Library is an association library that was founded in 1946.  The Library Board of 
Trustees is composed of volunteer community leaders including President Jamie Basiliere, Vice President/
Secretary Sandy Rundell, Treasurer Marie Thomas, and Peg Boyea, Connie David, Marj Gillette, Linda Brown, 
Edith Lopardo, Lynne LaBare and Linda Ryan. 

 

     More information about the new Dr. Sidney Martin Building and events currently happening at the Chateaugay 
Memorial Library can be found on the library’s web site at www.chateaugaymemoriallibrary.org. 

 

http://www.chateaugaymemoriallibrary.org
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Schroon Library Makes the Big Time 
 

     Schroon Lake Library had an exciting Sunday in October.  
Producers from the A&E show Paranormal State contacted us to 
see if they could film part of one of their upcoming episodes at our 
library.  On Sunday October 19 producers, camera crew, sound  
men and one of the show’s stars, Elfie Music, showed up to film a 
portion of their show.  It was very exciting to see the filming in 
action.  The crew spent about two hours filming different scenes in 
the library, from Elfie arriving and walking in, to Elfie researching 
her topic on our public access computers.   Dee Bowen, our library 
assistant, agreed be filmed with Elfie as she researched the case that 
Paranormal State was studying  in our area.  Hopefully some of the 
filming that was done at the library makes it into the show and does 
not end up on the cutting room floor.  The show will air the first 
week of January 2009.   We’ll keep you posted.— Jane Bouchard 

       Paranormal star, Elfie Music (center); camera man Trevor Velin;  

       and library assistant Dee Bowen during the filming 

Wilmington E.M. Cooper Memorial Library News 

 

     We are fortunate to have a trio of fantastic quilters in our community who crafted a beautiful quilted wall hanging 
that will be raffled off to benefit our library.  The “Wilmington Heritage Quilt” is a 3’x3’ wall hanging that includes 
three scenic pictures of Wilmington.  The center piece is a picture of the library.  Raffle tickets for the quilt are 
available for purchase at the library at $5.00 a piece or 3 for $10.00.  The drawing will be held during the Annual 
Cookie sale in December.   On Saturday October 11, we had a lovely ceremony during which a memorial and flag were 
dedicated to William Carr.  Mr. Carr was a great friend to our library and was instrumental to obtaining our New York 
State Charter.  It was a beautiful and moving ceremony with many friends and family in attendance.  

 

     We are pleased to announce that we have gone live with our new website.  Our new 
web address is www.wilmingtoncooperlibrary.org.  Board member John Sweeney designed 
this fantastic site.  The site uses Wordpress software, which is   easy to use and completely 
free!  Dreamhost is our web host and provides hosting for non-profit organizations for 
free as well.  If anyone is interested in how we did this, there is a link on our website called 
Website Building for Small Libraries.  The link will take you to a page where John has 
written instructions on how it is done  and made templates for libraries.  It is very easy to 
maintain and, the best part, FREE!   

 

 — Samantha Baer, Director 

 

(Editor’s note: See John Sweeney’s article on web site design on pages 11-12 of this issue ) 

Library Card Opens More 

Than Doors 

 

     Outside of the Plattsburgh 
Public Library, Dr. Howard 
Black stopped me to tell me 
this story.  A week ago he and 

his wife, Sarah, went to Montreal for the day. 
He had forgotten his passport, but had no     
trouble getting into Canada.  Coming back to 
the U.S. was a different story.  At the border, 
the customs inspector looked at him                
suspiciously .  "You don't have a passport?"  "I 
forgot it, but I  have my driver's license," Dr. 
Black explained.  "Any other forms of           
identification?" the inspector asked.  "Here is my 
Plattsburgh Public Library borrower’s card.    
Terrorists don't carry library cards," Dr. Black 
answered, thinking quickly.  The inspector 
laughed and said, "You're right.  Drive on!‖         
I asked Dr. and Mrs. Black if I could publish the 

story, with their names.  They said, "Sure‖ 

- Stan Ransom, Director PPL 

http://www.wilmingtoncooperlibrary.org
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Wead Library, Malone 
 
     An Auto Repair Reference Center, Home 
Improvement Reference Center and Small 
Engine Repair Reference Center are recent 
additions to the Ebsco databases which can be 
found by using the Wead Library’s electronic 
address and borrower’s library card bar code. 
This new technology makes finding auto 
wiring diagrams, possible home improvement 
solutions, or small engine repair methods and 
similar information fairly easy provided you’re 
connected to the web or willing to come to the 
public access computers in the library and use 
the sites. 
 
     Sue Wool traveled to Burlington recently 
and got some more big ideas for the National 
Science Foundation’s program of science in 
the public libraries for kids. Libraries which 
have participated previously have received 
several thousand dollars worth of materials. 
The staff has prepared a site for the addition 
of a young adult collection. This might be 
looked upon as a major accomplishment since 
so often one of the prime physical laws:  
“two items of mass cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time” is often overlooked in 
the use of library buildings. Presumably, 
there’s some comparison with that truth as 
with automobile collisions. 
 
     During October, 5,759 items circulated. 
The daily average circulation was 240, 
compared with the previous October’s 256. 
Two hundred nine audio-video items 
circulated last month. There were the usual 
numbers of internet users, plus an additional 
59 using wi-fi. Two hundred eighty-one     
inter-library loans were initiated; 355 received. 
Six hundred ninety-nine items from our 
collection were loaned to other libraries for 
their patrons’ use. Four story hour sessions 
were held, with 36 in attendance. 
 
—  Excerpted from David Minnich’s November 17 
Director’s Report 

Let’s Put the FUN back in Fundraiser! 
 

     Attendance at the New York Library Association’s 
recent conference broke all attendance records this 
year, and I can understand why.  Programs were 
great—lots of topics were covered so there were 

plenty of choices.  I learned more about some of the latest trends--
blogging (we were informed that blogging is dead and ―Twitter‖ is the 
only way to communicate), Web 2.0 (don’t worry, we’re all learning 
what these things mean), Google tools (very exciting) and plenty more.  
I was really impressed by ―Friendly Fundraising.‖  and thought of our 

member libraries and the possibilities of these ideas. 

 

     There was a lot of discussion about those perennial events: book 
sales, with suggestions on how to make the most of them.  Organize 
books by categories, think in terms of a book store display when you 
set up, have an ongoing sale that’s attractive and updated regularly, 
raffle off small prizes to buyers and browsers—above all, be 
creative.  What to do with remainders is always a problem.  One 
library has a worm farmer in it’s a community and he uses leftover 
books for compost; another shreds them for cow bedding.  Put ads in 
papers (cheap ads) for your leftovers.  Remember, one library’s trash 

is someone else’s treasure. 

 

     Selling library tote bags is a popular fundraiser, but backpacks 
and book bags, especially for children, are another possibility.  There 
are a lot of inexpensive but durable and attractive designs available, 

just waiting for your library’s logo.   

 

     One library had a successful tea party, the highlight of which was 
a Chinese auction.  This was new to me, but at a Chinese auction there 
are several prizes. Prizes can be inexpensive, or contributions from 
patrons—whatever you want.  In front of each is a basket; into each 
basket people put their marker, or number.  Numbers are sold in 
sheets—say, 25 squares with the patron’s number.  You can guess the 

rest. 

 

     Don’t forget the kids.  You can get them involved in a Penny Social.  
This might not be a fundraiser, just a program for kids.  Have kids 
bring in their jars of pennies and play penny games: penny stacking, 
see how many pennies it takes to sink the penny boat, toss pennies on 
Twister dots.  You could sell food or chances for ―mystery bags‖ to turn 

this into a fundraiser.   

 

     One great idea to draw community attention to the library is to 
have a Community Calendar in the library—a large calendar where 
people can post community events (think town board meetings, Girl 

Scout meetings, book groups, etc.). 

 

     I know there are a lot of great ideas, some tried and true, some 
still in development, out there.  Let’s hear from you about your 

successes (and maybe those not-so-successful events).   

 

-  Elizabeth Rogers 
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Website Design & Hosting Redux 
by John Sweeney 

 

     The problem (or to frame it positively, the aspiration) is to have effective, attractive websites for our libraries that 
do not break the bank but still give us ease of use and full control over the content.  I know this was addressed 
recently in these pages, but given that we in Wilmington have recently rebuilt our site I thought our solution might add 
value to those still debating what to do.  You may visit our site where I have laid out the process and options on a 
series of related subdomains.  Start at http://sitedesign.wilmingtoncooperlibrary.org/. 
 

     What do we want of a website?  First, it has to look at least passably professional, and must offer our communities 
an easy interface for accessing our services.  We should be able to easily add to these services, link to new databases or 
resources as they become available, and change our sites as we see fit over time.  It also should not cost very much, as 
with few exceptions we do not really have a technology budget to support this kind of thing.   
 

      Foremost, you should realize that you need not compromise on any of these criteria.  If you want your own 
domain name, hosted with no strings attached, and would prefer not to spend any money, it is possible and even 
simpler than you might think.  With a 501 (c) (3) determination letter, you can qualify for the same plan that we use.  I 
will refer to the host we use, but there are a few other services out there which might offer similar benefits.  Of those 
that I have found, however, the plan we have with DreamHost is the best. 

 

Our Old Website 
 

     For years we have had a very simple site, under the Northern New York Library Network domain.  This was set up 
by a past board member about a decade ago, and served us very well.  The drawbacks, though, became more evident 
as the web evolved and offered possibilities that we were not able to keep up with by using that site:  First, we did not 
have our own domain name; we were a subdomain of nc3r.org, which is not the kind of intuitive, easy to remember 
web address we wanted.  Also, updates were nowhere near as easy as we wished; with the software available today, we 
wanted our staff to be able to update the site directly without having to go through a volunteer or paid host provider 
to code the changes.  Lastly, space was limited; although bandwidth (the number of visitors and the amount of content 
they access) was not an issue, the flexibility of intuitively navigable and interconnected pages was not available. 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

     Many services are now offering free web space, but you need to use a subdomain.  Or, in return for the free space 
you are required to accept advertisements, bandwidth restrictions, or limited web pages.  I cannot keep track of these 
services, but the Freewebs service that Betsy discussed earlier this year is a good example.  This is an excellent solution 
for many as it provides a low cost and effective path to a web presence.  Its biggest benefit is ease of use.  If you can 
interface with Freeweb, though, it is not that big of a leap to use something a bit more complex once it is set up and 
running. 
 

The next level of service, the point where you actually get a “real” website (i.e. where you can build it from scratch 
using whatever tools you want), is the type of site available at $80 to $150 per year from companies such as GoDaddy, 
Dreamhost, and others.  This is what Wilmington’s site uses, although with our plan we do not have to pay for the 
service or domain name registration. 
 

     Alternatively, you can purchase a good hosting plan via a web designer who does all the work for you.  If you go 
this route, it is best to stay local.    Many CEF libraries use such services, and this is likely the right choice for many, 
especially if you do not have the in-house time or know how to get it off the ground on your own.  The cost, after 
start up and design costs, is about the same ($100 to $200 a year or so) as a self hosted plan.  At least two of our 
neighboring libraries, Lake Placid and Saranac Lake, use such a service and the results are very nice.   

             Continues... 

http://sitedesign.wilmingtoncooperlibrary.org/
http://www.cefls.org/Trailblazerspring2008.pdf
http://www.wilmingtoncooperlibrary.org/
http://www.lakeplacidlibrary.org/
http://www.saranaclakelibrary.org/
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Our Solution 

 
    What we did in Wilmington was to open an account with Dreamhost.com, which is based in California.  The 
plan they offer to non-profits is hard to beat.  What you get is a free version of their premium business plan, which 
is a step up from their basic hosting plan -- essentially a higher level of support and optional features.  (Most of us 
do not need to worry about such features, though.)  This is also a very progressive company that not only supports 
non-profits, it also makes all their sites green, or carbon neutral.   

 
     We installed a free program called WordPress as our platform.  This is a very popular and easy to use program, 
and (unless you want to change a lot of features) you need to know virtually no html or other code.  The design we 
settled on mixes a static front page with a blog style news section.  We wanted the top of the page, everything 
“above the fold,” to reflect what patrons would normally expect (hours, contact information, catalog links, etc.).  
People can access the site, renew a book, and find information quickly.  To keep the site fresh, though, we decided 
to keep the “News and Notes” section on the front page.  While many sites will put this on another page, we hope 
this will be eye catching enough to pull people in that direction and perhaps engage them a bit further.   Other fea-
tures we added (among many “plug-ins” that are available as options) are a translator option for non-English read-
ing visitors which extends, in many cases, deeper into links that are followed from our site, such as the CEF cata-
log.  Give it a try.  You can translate our page into Italian, for instance, and when you click the link to the CEF site 
on our sidebar the CEF site opens up in Italian.  The translation stops after a link or two, but is easy to add.  Other 
useful plug-ins are a Google tracking program which gives us statistics on the use of the site, and an anti-spam fea-
ture for any comments. 

 
If you want to install a program other than WordPress, that is easy, too.   WordPress is what I am familiar with, 
though, so that is what I describe and can be helpful with.  Joomla is a similarly popular platform that is easy to 
install at DreamHost.  Or you can install for yourself any other program you want. 

 
 
Making it Happen for Your Library 

 
     Even knowing all this it often is still hard to know where to start.  It sounds good, but how to make it happen?  
Unless you have a tech savvy staff it is hard to learn the basics in order to set things up.  Having done it all for Wil-
mington, though, our solution is easily transferable.   

 
Here is my offer:  I will help any CEF library get it set up.  I have added a tutorial on our server explaining the 
process (the url is given above and also linked to from our homepage).  To get you started I have modified a few 
WordPress templates to reflect what a library might want.  These include layouts with no side columns to avoid a 
cluttered look, options to have random banner images or logos of your own design, and some variation of menu 
layout and appearance.  Once a design is loaded you are never locked into it, as the content is separate from the 
design and you can make radical design changes without affecting your work or content.  Such changes are very 
easy. 

 
     I will then walk you through the initial steps and be sure you get off the ground.  Regretfully, I cannot offer the 
amount of time I have given to our own site, but as long as you have at least one staff, board member, or volun-
teer who knows the meaning of “FTP,” “HTML,” and “CSS” then you should be in very good shape to get off the 
ground.  You do not need to know how to edit all these, but knowing what they are is helpful.  You may contact 
me via our library or website. 

 

http://www.dreamhost.com/hosting-nonprofit.html
http://wordpress.org/about/


Saranac Lake Free Library 
 

     Our very popular noon programs, renamed the Library 
Lunch Series, will resume on Thursday, November 6, with a 
new look in the recently renovated Thomas B. Cantwell 
Community Room which now includes new carpeting, display 
boards, tables and chairs. Local historian and raconteur 
Howard Riley will present the kick-off program, “Tri-Lakes 
History Viewed Through Historic Photographs,” followed on 
November 20 by North Country Public Radio’s Adirondack 
News Bureau Chief Brain Mann speaking about “Recapping 
the News from the White House.” Please join us every other 
Thursday. Bring your lunch, and desserts and beverages will 
be provided by the Refreshments Committee. 

 

     Preschool story hour, with a number of talented volunteer 
readers, continues every other Thursday at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Elinor B. Preis Children’s Room. The Story Hour Halloween 
Party on October 30 included seasonal stories and holiday 
treats. 

 

     “In spite of tough economic times, our 2008 Membership 
Campaign has reached 80% of its goal,” reports Library Board 
President Betty Wadsworth. “We deeply appreciate this 
support.”  

 

-- Pat Wiley, Library Assistant 

PHOTOGRAPH: Volunteer Merle Smith presented the program for 
the Halloween party. 
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Franklin County News continues... 

 
 

 

Administrative Assistant Kate Williams 
has recently joined the CEF staff.  Kate is 
a Plattsburgh native, and graduated with 
a B.A. in Business from Plattsburgh State 
in January 2007. She lives in Plattsburgh 
with her husband Ryan, and their two 
greyhounds, Jude and Tess. Kate enjoys 
in her free time golfing, bowling, 
snowmobiling and spending time with her 

dogs.  

 

Donna Norton is the new director of the 
Elizabethtown Library Association.  
Welcome, Donna! 
 
 
Mr. Ken Carter has been added to CEF’s 
Substitute Van Driver and Substitute 
Bookmobile Clerk/Driver lists and will be 
behind the one or both wheels during the 
holiday season.  He is looking forward to 
meeting everyone – and to the holiday 
goodies that our ―senior man‖ Rich Merrit 
has prepared him for! 
 
 
The Fall 2008 issue of the Talking Book & 
Braille Library newsletter has been 
posted on the Web at http://
www.nysl.nysed.gov/tbbl/news.htm.  It is 
available both in HTML and as an audio 
file and has lots of good information for 
both TBBL patrons and librarians.  
 
 
CEF has two new blogs.  Check them out 
at booktrucking.wordpress.com  and 
youthyak.wordpress.com.  The CEF web 
site will soon provide links to both.  
Meanwhile, check them out and let us 

know what you think! 

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/tbbl/news.htm
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/tbbl/news.htm


Zowie!  The staff of the Plattsburgh Public Library treated patrons to a spooktacular “Batman” theme for 
Halloween.  Pictured left to right is: Caleb Moshier as the Scarecrow, Rebecca Spinner as Robin, Colleen 
Pelletier as Nun, Sherry Silcio as Batgirl, Dave Robinson as Batman (you can only see his smile!), Betsy Smith 
as Penguin, Jody Gibbons as Poison Ivy, David Fuller as Joker and last (but not least) Kelly Sexton as 
Catwoman.  Colleen Pellitier reports, “We had a blast.  We’re keeping the stone look paper and reusing it 
next year as a castle theme.”  -- Elizabeth Rogers took the picture 
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